News from

Maternal and Child
Health Access

WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARE PROTECTED FOR NOW
AT KING DREW MEDICAL CENTER-
BUT HOSPITAL REMAINS IN GRAVE DANGER

U.I & hove seen the “tuwo Ameroos™ beoome
apporant through Hurloone Batring, but those of

us who work with low-income peaple hare laow
there ara ot laast “twe ctles of Los Angeles™ os

wazll. Maternc! and Child Heokh Aoess has made
acoass to and provision of county health cone o tog
pricety since cur Inception. When drostic outs o
wamen's and dhildren's haalth services at King Drew
Madical Canter (HDMC) wanz anncuncad this summder,
MCHA prepaned fod sheats, gothened stotistics on
the services provided by KDMC, got statements From
patients and providers ot the hospltal, testifled in
August of the Board of Supendsors, sent lettars detalling
aur concarns and encowoged MIH professicnals and
athers o do the some. We woked with the Coalition
for Heolth cnd Justioe on o letber detalling concems
about the proposed s and the need for owvenall
plonning and community Irvebsement. MOHA Drowght
I axpertisa imwomean’s and childrens heokh b the
Coalithon and thalr Campalgn bo Transfomm Bing Drew
(. tronsformbd ngdrew orgh to help woge the fight
for continued acoess to guality health core sanices
In the oo, espacally for womean and childnen

Chr quwarenass of the deep disgarities In health that
axlst In scuth LA, and the promise of whot pould be,
comgel cur Invchement. e connet cnd showld nat
accapt that residents of Scuth LA have o trowe|
kzxnger distonces and walt kbnger for senlces thon
reslclents In other parts of the cowby. We mnngt
and should not coept the loss of the ouma center
— o that usad bo traln MASH crmy units - fior ALL
counby residents and visltors troveling on the 105,
405, S05 or within reach of o stroy bullet. 2 connct
and should not coept the loss of LROTHS's newsest
Meonatol Inbansive Care Unlt in the area of LA with
the highest rate of poor birth outcomas, nor the koss
of tha Pedictric Intenshe Core Unit whsarne gouth
violence Is endemic, nor the loss of the teaching
hospital thot tralns mere thon cne-third of LR
County's mincty physicdans,

To werk In matemal semnvices and not wordk (o sove
services whene Che Infant mamality and maoldimy
reie s highest, 1s o contradidion In terms. Yes, HDWC
sees almost 70% Lotincs, but it also hos the highest
cancentraticn of Affican Amerlaan deliveries In tha
counby, with the poonest birth ouoomes. KDL 1S
foscing booth federal and state aomeditation inspedions.

Thearies abound abaut what will happen IF tha
hegaival dees nal poss nssectian the hosainal
Sardlcas ould be contraed cul, the haspiiol could
chass, [he haspiial could be redudced [0 a  MUkl-sanios
Fmbulaten) Came Center’ of MACC. We ore concamesd
that county leodarship 1S nol fodused an pregaring
te poss Inspetion. The prematurs thieat ta dess
matamnal and tild heokh sarvioes, whidch was lober
withdnown, washed prackous Dme et shaould hove Baan
spent improvineg auality cors of the kosaital. ks difficul
fal b fesl ca though LRODHS hos not aaly gien up on
HOMAL, bkt s achaely seeking its demise. Fdd to this the
animesiog by some of the Board of Supenisans towdard
Irehvament B communiiy groues ond represeniolives
oo Chee piciuee IS wan) distursing, ndesed.

Lk must resisl the tempiatian to shrink fram
paticipation n samething that may ssem canfusing
of dhaalic, of with such intrmoakle problems. MOHRA
challenges pau ta leam othenuiss. Visit Bing Drsw
ard s&e what & thriving, Bustling center It 15, o far
cry fream the pleure that is painted af 1[5 serioes.
Grab active In the Campalgn o Transhamm Hing Drew
e way framsfarmkingcrew org and ses ths 930
"Hesponse Do [he Boord” oboul (uis, of RsgUest
MCHRA'S fact sheet spacifically about mobermel and
child hesalth servicas. Aeod the KDMC Transition
Feport preparesd by the National Health Foundatian
o Wi laheaslthodianomng of the Firesl Feport of thie
Stesring Cammimss on the Future of Hingrew
fedical Canter at The Califamio Enclawment’s sine,
Wiy sodendow arg. Fead of the pregress that hos
bzen made and how King Drew's sevices mak

nat ey ina July 28 update o the Boord frem the:
Directar of Health Sendcas: hetp: Mesountiy, infadaml!
g3 PO0Sems] 031981 pdffzmlshita:seorch oo,
cousiamdiimirecd asp 2 Dackey s g Macounty. inf
cvomdigd_ 2005 ems]_ 031981 pdfSCMDEDuen Tets

Health core servioes overoll ore neglsded In South
LA = tha cauniy hos desad dinics thal onosg Wwens
“fasdar” clinics ta Hing Drew, thers 15 a tremendous
shorioge of cammunily praoviders and health ong
clinies, and transpertation s inadecuats. Show tha
Boord of Supenisars that pou ars watching and You
o oo aboul providing high quality health ore
Sardlcas [ [he poongsl esidents of [he county and
fer evenjons = flich and poor allhe - wha nesds
emergenoy and [roumo carg Senoes.




mch

Advocate

MCHA Moms Take Leadership Roles to the Streets

Undiar the bonnar of the Soy Yes to Children Nebwork, 30
rrathears ancd 45 childrea from Matemal and Child Health

Accass (MOHA) heolth education and wse managemesnt
pragrams joinsd ndreds of cdults and childean on Rgaril 1%,

2005 te march threawgh the streets of Los Rngelss to promote
|'_:|I||{[|nc_:| chillelran bafars palifics = a edee Lt ey Chowesiwar

childran’s bealth, Cemantly, on astimated 7.9% af childran
eies 0 - 17 In LA, Comwty hove asthena, and for athnic
milnarities the retes ans hl-:_]h:-:-l_ upith o 16% F:lm'-.l-::lm'n:}-: QMg
African Americon childran, B in the march against
Schumrzenagger's budgel culs, women i chileren carried
slgns they heed made themsslves o highlight issues important

Aol Schusarzensgoesr's budget ks
and the affeds these wbs would Fove
can chiledran, The march, led by chiledren,
began of the Hall of Administration in
chawmtouwn Los Angekes and continuexd

[i0%] I:Itlll Holl uswere 5|',:|H-::||-|.¢sr'_-'., |r|-:|l||l-::||n|:_;
FIcHal MI:JII.IIIT Atk ".|'I|I-::|r|::||-:_:||::-5-::|_
chdressad sees partinent bo
childran's ecdueation and health
UJmuInl:_; lllll:_;h[ b e T-shirts with the
slegan "Den't boloncs the budget on
aur backs” MOHR moathers and chlldren
wssre highly visible os moms took the
bl hearns aned led dants in Spanish theaughout most of the
rearch, AL the rally, Villaraigosa delivered o speach in English,
bt resturned to the stage and cddressed the crousd in
Spnlsh ofter several MCHA moms askad him to de s,

When cashad why it wos impostont bo her that Villaralgosa
address Spanish-specking parenks, Morgorito Velasqueaz
stated, "l ore here nob only for car children, But ol children
and IF our presende is not ackeoudedged, our affort 15
diminished. At MCHA we howve leomead that we count; we
connot afford to be invisibla”

On Moy 3, 2005, 15 MCHA moms and 20 children agaln book
to the strests in their oronge T-shirts and attended the annual
Morch In Aecogniticn of Word Asthma Day in an efort bo
actively encsurage solutlons to aweclal issues thot affiect

P B izl I::-e-slnl:_; of childrean aned
fesmilias, such as the nead for dean alr,

Aelated to air pollution, on July 25,
2005, about 10 MCHA moms with thedr
children supported the Bus Ridars Unlon
in thelr effort to convinos the MTA ko
pawchose an cadditional 60 buses in
occorchonee with the consent dacrea
thay =igred. MCHA dients and stalf
partidpatad n the valy rally oubsida
of the MTA headguarters then attendead
the MTA Lioord mesting chalred by
Mogpar Antonie Villarolgosa, whens Bus
Aiders Union organizers, community memtars and obthers
tastified on the nead for more buses without o fare inoreose
MCHA'S Health Policy & €dvcatlon Coordinobor, Luz Chooon,
testiflad on the nead to reduce bus overoowding and create
o more accessible public ransportotion system thak can

in bn benefit putslic health by reducing pollukion leseals in
LA, Counby.

MCHA sees organlzing as a aiticol and efedive component of
ochvocoxy aned, 0s our dients so accurabely stated, "We cannot
afford o be iInvisibla”. We pein with cur dients, as our ocwn
chilchen suffer from asthma, os we long for workoble
ranspoitotion systems and as we fight badget and other cuts
that reduce sofeby et services and diminish the copociby of
the heolth care systam countyunide.

Board of Directors

Cheaie Moternal and Chikd Health Rocess and its patners in heolth coveroge and senvices
trainings for public health morses, the Health Consawmer Center of Los Angeles
and Legol Akd Foundaticn of Los Argeles, were recently honored by the

Los Angeles County Department of Health Servces Nursing Adminisration as
recliptents of the 2005 Jomes &. Howghton Fword. Dy, Howghbon waos Medicol
Director of Public Heolth, €mernlbus, in the Los Angeles County Departmant of
Heaolth Serdces where he domploned many swecoesses that hove been direced
b the enhontzment of Public Health Nursing procticz In Los Rngeles Counkby.
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MCH RCCESS AND PARTNERS HONORED W

The oward s presented to an individual o group within public health or o communiby portner
who has significanty suppoited Public Health Mursing efforts for the enhancement of pubdic
hesalth nursing pradice toword meeting thelr mission of, "Healthy People in Heolthy Communities,”

Sakd IACDHS [nkarim Nursing Dirscter Nancy Bendana, "Matemal and Child Heolth Roosss
stalf has consistently exemplified axellencs in the delivery of edudational sessions Lo our
sheiff [ the Pubslic Health Mursing Orientation, These sesslons hove provicsd our stoff usith
the tools o mest the challenging nesds of the population that they sense.”



p

MCHA hos portnered with the Neighborhood Legol Senices (NS
af Los Angeles sinde ow incaptlon. MCHA halped NLS develop
the AT " God You Coverad” comprehsnsive
tralning on health core progroms and' senvlces fior low- incoms
people. Hundreds of agances working with lou-lntoms paopla
heavee boken the tralnlng and contlmss to send nsue staff
throwgh it. Whe share materials, conduct rainings, consult on
haalth care protlems presentad by car dignts and wodk on
|::||::-I||::||.| SSiMEs [-::u:_;r:tlw:r.

Given the strong MOHRNLS relationship, we were dellghbsed to
be asked to be pott of fwo new ventures:

“Ventanilla de Salvd” i & collaborative project that has
been funded by The Califernia Endewment. “vantanilla de
Sahpd” or "The Windaw of Health” offers healthoome-relobed
legal advice, enrollment into health plans, heath education,
and referrals to the thousands of Latinos wha visit the Los
Angebas Mexican Consulats Offices, MOHA was oshed o join
the collobosative this spring, to foos on health program
anrcllmeants for those who wisit the Los Angeles Mexioan
Consobe. Though a portrership with the Los Argeles County
Depotment of Health Services and MCHA, Consular visitons
also recelve health educotion sessions on topilcs of portiodor
importonce to Latinos, WS hos seen the project’s success
Spracd Do Mexicon Consuletes In othear learges cities ull:llr||.|l:p:|||,|
the vislon includes implementing the program in Cenbral
American conswotes in Los Angeles and other citles. O
aubrecdh wioikers Dealaa Dovila v OEllla Gudlao bove been
able to assist hundreds of Consul visitors already. One such
visitor needed to find o mental health provider doser to her
hemez oo hear dovghtar's menkal health neads. Tha privote

Flg Maternal and Child Health Access:
B Cxtends Its Partnership with Neighborhood
Legal Services with Two New Projects

health plan balked, saying that 171 miles owoy waos doss
enough. But broveling by bus made 1€ a mudh longar trip with
o couple ransfers Witk Mg, Dovila's asgstonce, D I’-::||1||I||.||
wos abde o chonge bo o doser provider, one who ogread to
sz not cndy the doughter as the insurad, but tha entire fomiky.

Owr second joint venture is the Health Qutreach and
Program Education Project, or the HOPE Praject. NLS
wos one of elght legal services or disabllity crganizations
sbabewide thot wos owarded o controc weder the staoba Cffice
of Pathent Rdveoate’s. "HMO Earolles Reglonal Ecucation Canter
Initictlee.” The Office of the Patlent Rchiocates (OFA) 1S an
independent officg In sbobe govemment chorged with informing
e o hl-:_’l.ltlnl_p COFTSLIMEsSs crtodil Hhsir |||:_j|l;‘£ and rHSFI:IIrIS"::-”!HHS
a5 HWO enmolless, & ssems wany notural that MLS and MCHR
should work together as an anm of OPR 0 the communiby:
expdalning the misslon ond servlces of the Ofice of Pabieat
RFchescalba dIStI":HH:hH_] meerals aof communily events,
conducting educational presentotions and providing sndnvichel
ohvocaoy ond ossistonce to consumers with HMO ssees, Sald
Batkcra S.I-asl:_;-c:ll, |'l.l'|u.r||::-c_:|||'||_|. Ht[-::-uml_l ot the Health Consumer
Center of MLS, "HIC Is delighted to bring MCHR'S insight and
expertiza bto both the Ventonilla and HOPE projedes. MCHA
S ol l1sEs In |1||::|||rc:||:_;-m::| raafe el Resalth CONEIONE OfE O Fmrfﬁ{[
compliment o the health advooaoy work done of HOC”

For furthear Informatlon agbaut the Yeatanillo de Saludl,
contoct Celio Voldez ot (213) 749-4261 eat. 112, For

msrad Infonmalian abaul the HOPE F'rl::-_|n-:-|[_ of @ |::-|-as5ur|l:|.|l:l-::|r|
ohout the Office of Patlent Rdvooate, contod Liz Romirez,
ot (213} 7494261 ext. 113, The Nelghborhood Lagal
Services wabsite s waw. nlsdooorg

ITH PUBLIC NURSING RLUARD

Materal and Child Health Access has radned
pubdic haolth mases new bto LA Coamnty DHS on
heascith Banefits topies Sincs the insption of the
Pulalic Haalth Nursing Orientations In 2001, This
peor we hove undertoken to ol existing Pubslic
Health Murses, In karger mambers, as well. By mid-
BO00G, we will hove tralned oll Districe Puolic
Health Nurses in Los Angeles Counby's Dapartmesnt
af Health Services! This is indesd an honor,

We welcome the opportuniby not cnly to oobn, bt bo leann from
the nurses what they ore exparlancing In the field with health
covetage and health service needs. MCH Acess stolff Liz
Romirez, Director of Tralning, Doncld Mollor, Tralner and L
Hersay, Exacutive Diredor, ware eobed o o wondeful luncheon
at Almanscs Coart In Alhomiora and glven o beautiful plooue
which hoegs proudiy in our Patricia Phillips Community Aoom.

Wish Lists {"::'.'L' b Loy donakion b

fs oy 10001540 Formiles, much

For our offices. ..
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If you want to be remaved from this mail list, want be receive mailings by e-mail or
would like o copy of our prior newsletter, please contoct us ot Info@mchaccess.org

our Heartfelt Thanks 1o QUr Recent Contributors:
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Program of United Wk

* Fipish Line Shoes

# First Frew LAMChildren's
Haalth Dutreach, LRCDHS

* First Free LAMotonal
Health Fourdotion

® fFirst Five LASE. John's Wl
Child cd Farily Centes

* Heartfelt Foundakion

* Hommzless Heolth Core
Lo Angeles

* Kaisar Foundation Health
Flan, lnc.

= | A, Health Rctien

* LA, Shoras

= LA. Unified Schaal Distmict

= Thea Wkamatata Fraject, Ing,

# Tha Maorison & Foersten
Founidiatian

* The Densied aned Likile
Foduard FoLndation

* PALS for Health
* Plaffinger Foundation

* Public Hsalth Pouackabion
LW Erieesprises, .

* Floo Lialon
# Tha Pump Connecbion

* The Stabe DHS!
Office of Patient Advocate!

e kgt Lagol Senioes
= Traker Joe's
* United Loy of Greatar
Les Fngeles
® eripan Califeenia, lne.
® |lkorner Brothers
® L. Hech Foundotion
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