
 

  

Maternal and Child Health Access 
 

Support the work of 

MCH Access 

by giving the gift of 
health care, food 
support and policy 
work that makes 
lasting change! 

  

 

In this monthly mailing:  

SUMMARY OF JULY 17, 

ANGIE DENISSE OTINIANO 
VERISSIMO - DATA 

DISSEMINATION PROJECT 
LAC OWH DATA AND 

FINDINGS  

PREGNANT WOMEN ISSUES 

AND UPDATES - LYNN 
KERSEY & LIZ RAMIREZ - 

THE EXPANSION OF 
COVERAGE UNDER THE 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT  

ABA THERAPY FOR 

CHILDREN ON MEDI-CAL 
STARTS SEPTEMBER 15  

CALIFORNIA'S 
STAKEHOLDER 

ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE  

THE PLACENTA HARBORS A 

UNIQUE MICROBIOME  

Next MCH Access Monthly Meeting: 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

10am - 12pm 

  

LOCATION: 

MCH Access 

Patricia Phillips Community Room 

1111 W. 6th St., 3rd Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

(6th St., and Bixel St.) 

  

TOPIC: 
Data and findings from the 2012 LA Mommies and 
Babies survey - how are we doing in LA County? 

  

 Updates on Medi-Cal, Covered CA, MyHealthLA  

  
GUEST SPEAKER: 

Chandra Higgins, Epidemiologist, 

Los Angeles County Department of Maternal, Child 

and Adolescent Health 

  
  

PARKING: 
Free at MCH Access; enter on 5th St. to 2-story 

parking (between Lucas and Bixel) and walk across 

the alley to our building 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7thInGidoauaX3u6xGncEjTNWPb5Ta3LTB7nU-XTPDVTNG6oWhhX9iBbd1z0AoUiL4tK4lclFF18Tn-U95C-yEtGsen5CYVs8ymyIu8aYyb3o9z892gp1J63a__KFy6zh7f4hgwoaDtz825Xr6C471kvtOxihGGxGEIKYxsBZ17_&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGK57mHhzv-CzUtPgRiinSTKn-KtFQ_IA7MY1J_Y01NOJEVzJYguRxj8v5KkWl0E6MNDekWVPkgNPdKnzc1IRSDT9XTnKkEt9L6OrtP8LY4ct1netAUmNMPn8-_JXZpq2sFI1bDqJSCuBn0jlW6RKM1mRetWSykYvcYeg-7_cCIBOSbuxVVD-pnL2UufkEwkxGPUgiPg5s_XlQKQAL8kVZM695KJlxssgCk&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==


POTENTIAL MEDICAID 
COST SAVINGS FROM 

MATERNITY CARE BASED AT 

A FREESTANDING BIRTH 

CENTER  

GREENER NEIGHBORHOODS 
LEAD TO BETTER BIRTH 

OUTCOMES  

COVERED CALIFORNIA 

PLANS TO OFFER 
EXPANDED DENTAL 

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
AND NEW COVERAGE FOR 

ADULTS  

TEMPORARY INJUNCTION 

IN CAL MEDICONNECT CASE 

DENIED  

CONTACT US  

SAVE THE DATE   

  

Wednesday, September 

24  11:30 AM  "Warning 

Labels on Sugary Drinks: 

Promoting Informed 

Choices" webinar that 
addresses the future of 

warning labels in California 

and elsewhere. Sponsored 
by the California Center for 

Public Health 

Advocacy.  Change Lab 

Solutions will host the 
event. Executive Director, 

Dr. Harold Goldstein is a 

featured speaker as are 
Xavier Morales from the 

Latino Coalition for a 

Healthy California and Jim 
O'Hara from the Center for 

Science in the Public 

Interest. REGISTER 

HERE to attend. 
   

Weds. Sept. 24, 10-11 

AM:  Voter Registration in 
Covered CA.  The ACLU 

and the Western Center on 

Law and Poverty invite you 
to attend a webinar to 

Please contact our office with any questions 

regarding this email or visit our website for further 

information about our organization. 

Summary of July 17 meeting 

  

Materials Distributed July 17 meeting may be found HERE 

Guest Speaker: Angie Denisse Otiniano Verissimo - Data 

Dissemination Project LAC OWH Data and Findings - 2013 

Indicators Health of Latinas in LA 

Ms. Verissimo's slides are posted with our monthly meeting materials, above.  She 

reported on data from 2011 reported this year.  Surprisingly perhaps, Latinas report 

the poorest health status and have the greatest disparities in education, poverty and 

insurance indicators among women in Los Angeles.  They are also the youngest 
and most rapidly growing ethnicity in Los Angeles County.  Almost half report 

difficulty accessing care.  For our maternal and child health work, Latinas have the 

highest rates of births to teen mothers and have high rates of births resulting from 
unintended pregnancy.  Positive health indicators include the fact that a lower 

percent of Latinas smoke, a higher percent of Latinas meet recommended 

guidelines for aerobic physical activity and a higher percent of children (0 to 5 
years) have Latina mothers who initiated breast feeding. 

 

Ms. Verissimo distributed the June, 2013 Report Health Indicators for Women 

in Los Angeles County - Highlights by Ethnicity and Poverty Level 

Pregnant Women Issues and Updates - Lynn Kersey and Liz 

Ramirez  

The expansion of coverage under the Affordable Care Act, a GOOD thing (!) and 

its implementation in California have created a number of challenges in the areas 
of eligibility overlap, computer issues and delays in granting eligibility.  This is 

true for all covered groups - infants through elderly.  For people with time-

sensitive needs, MCHA wants to be sure you have all the tools necessary and 
available to help someone get coverage and care.  We are working on a "Tool Kit" 

for the pregnancy issues we've seen so that all issues and ways of addressing them 

are in one place! 

  

Full scope Medi-Cal women switching to pregnancy-only when reporting 

pregnancy: 

Remember that at initial application, a pregnant woman cannot be found eligible 
for the new adult coverage group, from 100-138% pregnancy under "MAGI"(aid 

code M1, M2) due to the fact that she is pregnant.  Adult women in this 

circumstance who report a pregnancy after getting covered as an adult are 
supposed to stay in their full-scope, regular adult aid code.  However, according 

toMedi-Cal Eligibility Division Information Letter No. 14-31, June 4, 2014: 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKUgNwKkTCvdbCTyZT0qbdM01-gsOwSfNdONGUFQlSLgpEutsfPWGHylzgiCQFTGfRXXJKA6y2CtTp_aoBYWrWiQfVOvzqXHzTtfeZnwSizNm1Rtf0KgAr3OWrWTi8Z3LrlAFfwpltwE6XZday0KfzGV8yJOKRvAve-unYQpV5Ue4=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKUgNwKkTCvdbCTyZT0qbdM01-gsOwSfNdONGUFQlSLgpEutsfPWGHylzgiCQFTGfRXXJKA6y2CtTp_aoBYWrWiQfVOvzqXHzTtfeZnwSizNm1Rtf0KgAr3OWrWTi8Z3LrlAFfwpltwE6XZday0KfzGV8yJOKRvAve-unYQpV5Ue4=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7nQEG3A_R9AZ7ky2PDaA5ateRn5jqQ45BPtogUlOmBqMIoq-k1CxZDXxiFSDWh9idg1GNb763fglxpJnHqKEvjmQFERpa1cG0jFaOmn3u-7L958d1mkHxj6QmPT5lOa5R3Jk3tJm2NYR&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7oedZy-l2Lkn_9lCJJJjAsy_u3k-DTUZENcJ_4EIWmAB63XYi_zwgRE23Db8ay5jhvDdnQTHW8eg88vjcyoyGv0YMhMXX_VxRTtltHNybcNA7vjVOml1XzUcYV9NYf4ZMsx-gBTMjkYX&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKu4Io8zZbEwErpGVGXa_Dx4vIlM2B5aZW3-CtW9wB3YWy671CEQE98S8WJ2gLeVo5F7kVwRA4AnGkVzMO_1LOO_pgRqxHeb9_uFR95iNN3HkOOpEoZXqz_FdL2PQzM9Cb4VtJp4ISe2JVcY-1jMKtv5KAl5tMcULR8ul2EDSHBlk=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKu4Io8zZbEwErpGVGXa_Dx4vIlM2B5aZW3-CtW9wB3YWy671CEQE98S8WJ2gLeVo5F7kVwRA4AnGkVzMO_1LOO_pgRqxHeb9_uFR95iNN3HkOOpEoZXqz_FdL2PQzM9Cb4VtJp4ISe2JVcY-1jMKtv5KAl5tMcULR8ul2EDSHBlk=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==


discuss the second open 
enrollment period at 

Covered California and how 

voter registration 
opportunities will be 

provided to consumers. 

Please join us to learn more 
about this historic 

opportunity and please share 

this invitation with others 

who may be interested. 
Panelists: Jen Flory, Senior 

Attorney, WCLP; Raul 

Macias, Voting Rights 
Attorney, ACLU.   Click 

here to register. 

  

Mon. Sept. 29 and Tues. 

Sept. 30,  8 AM - 4 PM, 

"Bringing Light to 

Motherhood: Maternal 
Mental Health Advanced 

Professional Certification 

Training" see here for more 
information and to register. 

 

Weds Oct. 1, 12-1:30 PM 

Improving Maternity Care 

in California 

Sacramento Briefing. 

Register here to attend by 
phone or in person 

 

Sat., Oct. 11, "Child and 

Adult Anger" Workshop, 

9-4,  with Ruth Beaglehole, 

and Sat. Oct. 18, 

"Repairing the Rupture", 

11-1, with Laura 

Krug.  See Echo Parenting 

website  for more 
information 

 

Apply by Oct 

31:  B.I.R.T.H. (Birth 

Information and 

Resources for Teen 

Health) Mother-Mentor 

Program (Pilot Program) 

"There is currently a design gap in the Business Rules Engine (BRE) that is 

moving pregnant women out of coverage in the new adult and parent/caretaker 

relative coverage groups and putting these women into the pregnant woman 
coverage group." 

  

The state is relying on the counties to do "workarounds" for this issue.  However, 

counties are in overload and are not catching or able to stop all these cases from 
switching.  Clients in managed care may experience difficulty accessing their 

existing provider.  Contact the Medi-Cal Advocate Liaison for the closest DPSS 

district or the mail-in application district or if unsuccessful, contact MCHA 
advocates. 

  

Pregnancy Q and A on Covered CA website:  Questions and answers on 

pregnancy coverage under Medi-Cal, AIM and Covered CA were recently added to 
Covered California's website; MCHA worked with the state to prepare this 

document and are very glad to see the information posted.  Please note that the 

FAQs say pregnant applicants 100% to 138% qualify only for pregnancy services - 
a state law that went into effect on July 1 (SB 857) will be implemented - we had 

hoped by now -  to correct this policy.  If you have pregnant clients, friends or 

family in this income bracket who have incurred expenses or barriers due to the 
delay in implementation of the expansion of full scope for pregnant women, please 

let us know.  

  

Good News!  The Beta Strep test for pregnancy, even though a test done late in 
pregnancy, is available through Presumptive Eligibility!  A number of additions 

were made in August, 2014 as well.  It's good to keep up with the Provider 

Manual for PE, and to work toward the day when all prenatal services are the 
same, whether from PE or ongoing Medi-Cal, and no separate PE list exists to 

compare against! 

  
Finally, AIM to "Medi-Cal Access Program" - The Access for Infants and Mother's 

Program is undergoing a name change to the "Medi-Cal Access Program".  MCHA 

raised its voice against this in the legislature, as AIM has a 22-year history with 

this name.  AIM is not funded by Medi-Cal, but rather by the Children's Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP).  It may be very confusing for women.  Rather than a 

name change, we suggest that the Department of Health Care Service make the 

program more readily available by being able to apply online, as one can with 
Medi-Cal and Covered CA.  Women are supposed to have this option, as the state's 

computer must include all "Insurance Affordability Programs". 

ABA Therapy for Children on Medi-Cal Starts September 15 

ABA is finally available for children with autism spectrum disorder on Medi-Cal! 

Beginning September 15, 2014 low-income families on Medi-Cal may call their 

health plan and their child's primary care physician and request an assessment for 

ABA therapy. 
  

"This is a huge and long awaited good news," said Karen Fessel, executive director 

of the Autism Health Insurance Project. "This opens the door to critical treatment 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKWz2ExCijpLDeSUlrI-LnaF3XhGCOl9Gwz6cBTXxgFdjTKUNNIjdMwbFMSQyZTjI4gFF9iiTO4da4a04fwsxkO9L6Lv64W9qoZd1VEx-coXC7XCQCb8fRo7x6RVLHRUmkGiBBl1gLOsYWam-9r4OFs14pHNthnXLr0zCFDkRKkjxQQ1b_JhvWqJPzlW_K_YPrU2beVbh0axRMO3bB5k2uhYkqETwMwQFg5Mx536_MRzWZdhMXwKqLEw22UE8_IEHYYUFFdj0r17-X4KVNd6Ubo5PnXqxd-ZmUe3Zs0QuCKvA=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKEx0eR4J2Dj8G2usbd82CJfHK3pfF8qojsaR0vZ6nN5t8pTdOMy0XUcMkcE_L_TEeFeU4_WucqKOUQ20zqbaqD030nBIckcUEtFWctsWENMeDN60SxMv4B34TLPsTHbyM0otrXwOkOMgJthCQCWyFRj90CG_29E2xFshdk4YQAx0hJXdzLdAAWRof_F3scs8snwnY6MgU8fkXMBSmuJNJQ4ybwPq8hlhl7nvigPycgVkv3dV8imQ9vSNihau7HVD1m_3I2Hicic7KXetS0G5G1zXfMDaGrKJPC3jVMJSI5JzJt52tg22QGAF8BgHkqILHhu0u_aV2gtYTpfj5kD7uiys6byQJ0WBOJJuadDt8ZyQ=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKuZ7pjt-pGiPKFMWRkOtLOt6CTX-eKYq6MrCvpt9wMJdpzjkRPpL0eCI2ZmIs-oGEh_ix4lVtK_7czbJSXA0n9MVJB_UxWVcHDHKxRmbkicRhunR5IU8Ri9SSGsGQr0s63i0sx9kH2f0iebsxqvB4y8yboB6GSUhnkOcTMlyWP-mDRTJlVucUxvRewtbD4-hq2CtpYB69EqI=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKcynqGKsIwE5Xz0_nTKWD1IowePN69-rotSbFVC-5WvnT7gH635IolElwaQrhQ5h5SCz2XX7GGcws24yHy0pfRZS-6-sSU9jwqEQVC7Z5CvLIYx_A5whQuyi8LTm171iZJbXspa8BRyXY-0xFU62N6G_J3bWX7uG6h1dObgNVUeSXm4m_LQ-cmaJ447zWVZ03f-v3hdA4vaJyABmvqFZCtGaXVHu4Fty4z6D8qw0-SiwBzeExaRk86N2vefur_4hscP5-DxlhjKa0ImMYoYGlkFg-U5SYBTO2&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKcynqGKsIwE5Xz0_nTKWD1IowePN69-rotSbFVC-5WvnT7gH635IolElwaQrhQ5h5SCz2XX7GGcws24yHy0pfRZS-6-sSU9jwqEQVC7Z5CvLIYx_A5whQuyi8LTm171iZJbXspa8BRyXY-0xFU62N6G_J3bWX7uG6h1dObgNVUeSXm4m_LQ-cmaJ447zWVZ03f-v3hdA4vaJyABmvqFZCtGaXVHu4Fty4z6D8qw0-SiwBzeExaRk86N2vefur_4hscP5-DxlhjKa0ImMYoYGlkFg-U5SYBTO2&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKAt97m88odCiT8sbxnoLz42guhIcxlNG9PWyEpd4I78adk6O4hx989MGC-i30olHXbIzmByCV62-KLfWubYehiD_JsUO64N13z7iL9x3aVmB0TIC8wCvLri5UEsLmQbNVIQ9-NUymAqzECkNOyLpUqiOQIk4mtbDUO5bfArofW3ZKrnFxxARuqm2f62Kor_MsQi2XtECQ0LyzI8UVBl6pbGodCbY5upwcQBTTTJw2EMk=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKGn0dNw8L5xxIL6aGPUiSo8oQg1vXc_su-1aAW7PnStQa7cAgR2e-CttQluh2bFAxWB6SobtZesckVe6vVkyDBhsanFISlohz8lqcvwyxWMaETXcPkVbIELAVOq3Z6YjoVa6HDUn1gZJzqWV40aX-PWIUY5hqilKiPsf1rjVwdVZTPpTd4bZAmQZoduJPLtBDXDICsGAoj7HNrSoOJaJre79KWka86QyKRmyGvgqTSGZWJt8E5xEOZqtwgOaw6OQ_bz6MqI2MNCJsaz2BM7MhCrtgTOjTU3YVly40Z2ally9uaB-ge08IE3r7fm0ZRms_F-Sa9mfnJtAJLcRXMCU9VruKanomn7vP&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKGn0dNw8L5xxIL6aGPUiSo8oQg1vXc_su-1aAW7PnStQa7cAgR2e-CttQluh2bFAxWB6SobtZesckVe6vVkyDBhsanFISlohz8lqcvwyxWMaETXcPkVbIELAVOq3Z6YjoVa6HDUn1gZJzqWV40aX-PWIUY5hqilKiPsf1rjVwdVZTPpTd4bZAmQZoduJPLtBDXDICsGAoj7HNrSoOJaJre79KWka86QyKRmyGvgqTSGZWJt8E5xEOZqtwgOaw6OQ_bz6MqI2MNCJsaz2BM7MhCrtgTOjTU3YVly40Z2ally9uaB-ge08IE3r7fm0ZRms_F-Sa9mfnJtAJLcRXMCU9VruKanomn7vP&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==


This program provides 
pregnant and parenting teen 

mothers empowerment, 

education, one-on-one 
support and life and 

leadership coaching. Any 

clinics or social service 
agencies who work with 

pregnant and parenting teens 

or foster youth may refer 

interested program 
participants. As resources 

are limited, this service can 

be provided to a small group 
of girls at this time. 

AWMNH is now recruiting 

six (6) teen mothers and 
mothers-to-be who would 

like to participate in this 

program.  AWMNH 

currently has 2 openings and 
those chosen will receive a 

stipend for their 

participation. This is not a 
full time employment 

opportunity. If needed, 

training may be provided. 

Deadline to apply is October 
31, 2014;  

  

Candidates will be selected 
for an interview to take 

place in November 2014. 

For more information click 
HERE or call 626-288-

2191  

REPORTS & RESOURCES 

  

Future of Children Fall 

2014 Research Report 

Published 
  

Childhood Food Insecurity 
in the U.S.: Trends, Causes, 

and Policy Options 

  
In 2012, nearly 16 million 

U.S. children, or over one in 

for thousands of low-income children in California with autism, who have not had 

access to ABA therapy." 

In order to be eligible, children will need to have a diagnostic assessment of autism 
spectrum disorder, and a prescription for ABA therapy from either a psychologist 

or treating physician. The prescribing professional will need to explain why ABA 

therapy is medically necessary for a child. More... 

California's Stakeholder Engagement Initiative 

State DHCS has created one page with all the state "Stakeholder" meetings and a 

survey that seeks feedback on current processes and asks suggestions for 

improvement.  The survey should be completed by Sept. 19.  See the Stakeholder 
Engagement Initiative page and the link to the survey.  

  

This page also links to information about the implementation of SB 857, a budget 
bill passed in July that implement changes to coverage for pregnant women and 

newly qualified immigrants, called the Full-Scope Medi-Cal Coverage and 

Affordability and Benefit Program for Low-Income Pregnant Women and Newly 

Qualified Immigrants (NQIs), and sets up a Stakeholder group for feedback.   The 
changes include increasing full-scope coverage to 138% for pregnant women and 

implementing Premium Assistance for women in pregnancy-related Medi-Cal who 

want to add Covered CA to their coverage with the state paying the premiums, co-
pays and deductible costs.  

  

Meetings are held in Sacramento monthly through December; the next one is 
September 26, 10:30 - 12.  You may also call in and join as a webinar participant. 

The materials from the August 22 meeting include draft scenarios of how women 

will be notified of their options for Pregnancy-Related Medi-Cal only, or Medi-Cal 

and Covered California.  For a copy of MCHA and other advocates' 
comprehensive comments on 9 documents from that meeting, contact 

lynnk@mchaccess.org.  

The placenta harbors a unique microbiome 

From Medscape Pediatrics - Pediatric Research 2014: The Year's Most 

Interesting Studies Alan Greene, MD, Laurie Scudder, DNP, September 08, 2014. 

"Microbiome" signifies the ecological community of commensal, symbiotic, and 
pathogenic microorganisms that literally share our body space" (Lederberg and 

McCray 2001). 

  
An interesting recently published study[18] casts doubt on our long-standing belief 

that a developing baby was in a sterile, protected environment in the mother. The 

thinking goes that when the amniotic sack breaks and the baby comes through the 

vaginal canal, that the infant is colonized by mom's vaginal flora, and ends up with 
a healthy gut microbiome as a result. We've come to understand that this is really 

important, and it is one of the reasons why kids who are born by cesarean section, 

for instance, have a higher risk for allergic rhinitis and an increased asthma risk. 
More or less, that's been the story. 

  

A recent study examined changes in the maternal vaginal microbiome during 

pregnancy and the effects of this change on the infant's health.[18] The researchers 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKUoItg9XyLXSYnKd_pl7ZSnzXUlSqnBDq6P_n04Oitf9fVsa2AZYGdGrhfrEiVaXYNTP5RWmHGEABmSnXOsV3sWMRPiIN0dibs09MbtJ6Tsnnvc0MQ8dDwPnDTKoPy0MrwlXP_1Jid0M5Yu9z6AOsRqF_QEp-MoShdYUxZawEEQN1jpuNlWLkBclntjIYSWztdcr0j5a8TDLveY5o3RCVEA==&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKQpFZoJy6z1rVDMQ4AvyhDJ7OkRF3Qs-CjAHw_bR2eqHA-dwaQNReOqi9I3lJwvXQ3GJqMLD6WlqaGCJiX71R0yVbm2gYqHfBm9LFdor1AzSs3uBYTWZupXBC7MrVyZA9LkI3w09m_TDAtmwx5g7lEmylYeYquEvTdYrZ6l6wrPbw8FhAT0qTX8lrR0QHkEnKrO-Lf9Y5-LITHeulWZfiQRNg0uUcV5SYkqMqr3WBNT4x4BNAYc0YmyygZAXl5tVbAFiksTHPb_6xgGeWmSglKECbxQOtN0Z33854JadO8hqiOs8F4Rbf51gkp8OUkez-8aSNgPQ-5pGNTklxLK50rOiFS34ZJqjF&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKj02sYJuv-UHVYY4X6ml9-2SVc9HWy-3r2ANBnFOJ0eS3IaY95FLgo4U1nHt0hz33pf_79pMM1p5mj2L-jlF6t2V27f1mp4RLcLzZ-dfBFNci_DFAJanZF5yXJdKNsZsPU4MypcWWygT8s5IwmmQ6NeUGche3hLvLmxRQ1FBzXyw=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
mailto:lynnk@mchaccess.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKTfspcZ6B_FFN8Nxf8xpAAg68b9pQOd_PcTu6TscrsfOBJVwHnOYccZ8uBBT__SkuuFaHz55MqU5tABpNrT3mlO9PIers4KFnD-zLQBukj3eTmP57cZtnEDZJlSf8J49_&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKKNp8lCR30Tb72ifKAe_BJaLnXmKq2h-sALS4c4R1OrOkgSwQzEBpT0E8fSAocCPIDvRO6lYL-6nbbOpd3Y_yFZkC56erO48h3WloOwkGVmyfmZkW9Nf0LFx9q5sCFFNsieSrsR-oIU3cFVmsFBNt3g==&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==


five, lived in households that 
were food-insecure, defined 

as "a household-level 

economic and social 
condition of limited access 

to food." These children are 

more likely than others to 
face a host of health 

problems, even when 

controlling for the effects of 

other factors correlated with 
poverty. The fact that food 

insecurity remains such a 

problem even though 
government spent over $100 

billion on federal food-

assistance programs in fiscal 
year 2012 poses a 

significant policy challenge. 

  

On September 15, Princeton 
University and the 

Brookings Institution 

released the Fall 2014 
research report of the Future 

of Children. The report's 

authors, Craig Gundersen of 

the University of Illinois and 
James P. Ziliak of the 

University of Kentucky, 

focus on the root causes of 
food insecurity among 

children and the 

effectiveness of public 
policies designed to combat 

it. 

  

To access the report visit the 

Future of Children. 

EMPLOYMENT 
  

Please click on job title to view 

full description and the 

application process. And 

provide a cover letter and 

resume with your application 

that specifically outlines your 

employment history experience 
and educational background for 

which you're applying.  Please 

found that indeed, the vaginal flora during pregnancy is different from the vaginal 

flora when the mother is not pregnant. What was surprising was that the mother's 

vaginal microbiome was also very different -- in fact, not related at all to the new 
gut microbiome that colonized the baby. That just made no sense. How could that 

be? 

  

Looking further, the investigators determined that the baby is being colonized from 
the placental microbiome. The baby was not developing in a sterile environment, 

as we have all believed for years, but rather in an environment with small numbers 

of beneficial bacteria that end up becoming the gut microbiome of the baby. This 
idea of a placental microbiome is brand new to me. 

  

Then they looked to see what this placental microbiome most resembled, and it 

was not the vaginal microbiome. It was not the mom's gut, skin, or nasal 
microbiome. Instead, it is her oral microbiome that is the closest match. Although 

there are still unanswered questions, it looks like it may be that beneficial bacteria 

from the mother's mouth feed the placenta hematogenously. That would help 
explain such things as the link between periodontal disease and preterm birth. 

Incidentally, investigators also found that the babies who were born early tended to 

have different species in their early microbiome than the ones who were born on 
time. And the babies born to women who had had an infection during pregnancy -- 

for example, a urinary tract infection treated with antibiotics -- had different gut 

microbiome as well. So we're still just learning, but the role of beneficial bacteria 

is greater than we ever thought and is an important thing to which we need to pay 
attention. 

  

The study is: 
1.    Aagaard K, Ma J, Antony KM, Ganu R, Petrosino J, Versalovic J. The 

placenta harbors a unique microbiome. Sci Transl Med. 2014;6:237ra65. 

Potential Medicaid Cost Savings from Maternity Care Based 

at a Freestanding Birth Center 

Embry Howell, Ashley Palmer, Sarah Benatar, and Bowen Garrett 

The Urban Institute-Health Policy Center Summary of article linked below, from 
the Medicare and Medicaid Research Review Objectives: Medicaid pays for about 

half the births in the United States, at very high cost. Compared to usual obstetrical 

care, care by midwives at a birth center could reduce costs to the Medicaid 

program. This study draws on information from a previous study of the outcomes 
of birth center care to determine whether such care reduces Medicaid costs for low 

income women. 

  
Methods: The study uses results from a study of maternal and infant outcomes at 

the Family Health and Birth Center in Washington, D.C. Costs to Medicaid are 

derived from birth center data and from other national sources of the cost of 

obstetrical care. 
  

Results: We estimate that birth center care could save an average of $1,163 per 

birth (2008 constant dollars), or $11.6 million per 10,000 births per year. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7mvgyUUxROGKb44BBTjZ4D6qMDL8ShiN_VzoPwW9soUiYLtPPwZAeNqCXXjjFPJ7sPEpKYno7fETl_kveFEhaEROvLvjLMjxOrs96DhKJplJ9jbiPACKUMXECWQY8C67sw==&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
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Conclusions: Medicaid is the leading payer for maternity services. As Medicaid 

faces continuing cost increases and budget constraints, policy makers should 

consider a larger role for midwives and birth centers in maternity care for low-risk 
Medicaid pregnant women.  More... 

Greener neighborhoods lead to better birth outcomes 

Corvallis, Ore. - Mothers who live in neighborhoods with plenty of grass, trees or 

other green vegetation are more likely to deliver at full term and their babies are 

born at higher weights, compared to mothers who live in urban areas that aren't as 

green, a new study shows. - See more HERE. 

 Covered California Plans to Offer Expanded Dental Services for 

Children and New Coverage for Adults 

 Covered California is offering new family dental plans to consumers who enroll in 

health insurance coverage in 2015. Additionally, all individual health insurance 
plans sold through the Covered California exchange will include pediatric dental 

benefits for members younger than 19.  Children's dental care will be "embedded" 

in their medical plan, meaning one less step to separately enroll in dental care. 
More... 

Temporary injunction in Cal MediConnect case denied 

In our July mailing, we noted that a lawsuit had been filed to halt, through 
injunction, the  "duals demonstration project" for Medi-Cal beneficiaries who also 

had Medicare.  

  
The CMA recently reported thatAugust 1, the Sacramento Superior Court denied a 

request to delay implementation of the Cal MediConnect project. The Los Angeles 

County Medical Association (LACMA) joined a coalition of plaintiffs, including 

three Los Angeles independent living centers, to file a lawsuit in Sacramento 
Superior Court to stop the implementation of the project. 

  

The Cal MediConnect project was authorized by the state in July 2012 in an effort 
to save money and better coordinate care for the state's low-income seniors and 

persons with disabilities. The program begins with a three-year demonstration 

project that will see a large portion of the state's Medicare/Medi-Cal dual eligible 

beneficiaries transition to managed care plans. The project impacts approximately 
456,000 dual eligible beneficiaries in eight counties - Alameda, Los Angeles, 

Orange, Riverside, San Diego, San Mateo, San Bernardino, and Santa Clara. 

Petitioners alleged that Cal MediConnect is not legally authorized because DHCS 
failed to obtain timely federal approval of the demonstration project as required 

under the state law establishing the project. Second, it was alleged that there are 

deep flaws with the implementation of the project thus far, including problems 
with the notices to beneficiaries and the enrollment form. Specifically, it was 

alleged the notices were not written at a 6th grade reading level as required by law 

and in addition, the enrollment form is too confusing to meaningfully provide an 

opt out choice for beneficiaries. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7pdr2IEnus6dHJ3jobVm9Sp8rES4PU8zEE1UN3oPrFrt0V4Ou3Vt_OqK934L3Tt69Obo8AJePOV6X1Bzb6chwgS6HgWLj-BOjcygPglOH7Mg__vix6yb5BK3zz6t72JIcxGwloka6-63_UhPcf1A_8lE7UBlxtNMP4bi2XtngykfwuOWlZWDrv8=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7pdr2IEnus6dHJ3jobVm9Sp8rES4PU8zEE1UN3oPrFrt0V4Ou3Vt_OqK934L3Tt69Obo8AJePOV6X1Bzb6chwgS6HgWLj-BOjcygPglOH7Mg__vix6yb5BK3zz6t72JIcxGwloka6-63_UhPcf1A_8lE7UBlxtNMP4bi2XtngykfwuOWlZWDrv8=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
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The California Medical Association (CMA) was not a named party in the lawsuit. 

However, CMA believes the petitioners raise legitimate issues about the rollout 

and implementation of Cal MediConnect, specifically concerning adequate notice 
and information to affected beneficiaries and providers. An appeal in this matter is 

expected in September. 

  

In an unrelated move, the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) has 
delayed the implementation of the Cal MediConnect project for Alameda and 

Orange counties until July 2015. 

  
CMA will continue to work with DHCS and other stakeholder groups to identify 

suggestions for improvement in the Cal MediConnect implementation and rollout. 

To see the current timeline for implementation of Cal MediConnect program, click 

here. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7vguKZ6rXMLwoy2LASVWU5uZUWch6dyYnyPnlah4ewEniXZUbIqNyJnO_ALbRJ2R_LHFebI07OImRDPWJelEMq86Dtob01HuR_buRouG0zNDTf6jmEazZls=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mwJsaDeEfbqxGUQjx8C_DfJPhpmoCrl1bViwYu971hSBu8vn8d5U7oRAmn3bAsWVpJzfcoYI1S_M4J9E79dzsw2iVXETT6wPCnUQc5_NpvWk3zH6329_pHMIGNijAuM_9jSE6Rs9tXVCv_01cEk2Z4Cijt7ueGbazawva5269W4=&c=jxaAz-4WeTDMgyvyKDATVvy1wSyyT3udfmjCmCwL8OOcczSsbvsivA==&ch=F1rpwvDW1lim0SEjFg16eVgWr0Rgz995KUC4NMPZ5Ylc_Q4-NaztaQ==

