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Support the work of 

MCH Access 

by giving the gift of 
health care, food 

support and policy work 
that makes lasting 

change! 

  

 

In this monthly mailing:  

SUMMARY OF AUGUST 
MEETING  

UPCOMING CHANGES IN 
PRENATAL CARE COVERAGE - 

LYNN KERSEY, DONALD 
NOLLAR, LIZ RAMIREZ AND 

CELIA VALDEZ  

VITAL SIGNS: 
IMPROVEMENTS IN 

MATERNITY CARE POLICIES 
AND PRACTICES THAT 

SUPPORT BREASTFEEDING - 
UNITED STATES, 2007-2013  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
CARE SERVICES MEDI-CAL 

MANAGED CARE ISSUES ALL 
PLAN LETTER REMINDING 

PLANS THAT WOMEN MAY GO 
OUT OF NETWORK FOR 

ABORTIONS  

PREGNANCY EVENTS REVEAL 
CARDIOVASCULAR RISK  

Next MCH Access Monthly Meeting: 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 

10am - 12pm 

  

LOCATION: 

MCH Access 

Patricia Phillips Community Room 

1111 W. 6th St., 3rd Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

(6th St., and Bixel St.) 

  

SPEAKER/TOPIC: 

TBD 

New legislation signed by Governor Brown! 

 

Note:  The Medi-Cal Access Program, formerly 
known as AIM, should now be programmed into 

the state's eligibility computer for pregnancy 
applications.  Also no more dual enrollment in 

Pregnancy-Related Medi-Cal and Covered CA for 

pregnant applicants with income to 213%  - let 
us know your experiences!  Thank you! 

  

Updates 

 

PARKING: 

Free at MCH Access; enter on 5th St. to 2-story 

parking (between Lucas and Bixel) and walk 
across the alley to our building 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN0FN2LxuAt4SQCCkZXljxNa9Nngnimh8NQEGVgLFO7fsQnkPLTkDxVqr6HZgfrkFP6hPSVhVZ3UeCDlAJeG1H-aCzJFkxZ_SIJjFN1Sx42dA81wcX9tfvg64glDae1NAEVUuX-zQxtPR7_GBITnaXcKC4ruTBTCJfG6nrnAfbW-h&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==


BLUE SHIELD WILL BECOME A 
MEDI-CAL PROVIDER WITH 

CARE 1ST  

TEXTING AND 
BREASTFEEDING "BREXTING" 
- MAKES NATIONAL PUBLIC 

RADIO  

FROM THE LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC HEALTH: GET 
INVOLVED IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF A 

PHARMACEUTICAL TAKE-
BACK ORDINANCE  

CONTACT US  

SAVE THE DATE   

  

Sat. Oct. 17, 9 AM - 1 PM- 

1st Annual East Los Angeles 

Fatherhood and Family 

Conference - ELA College, 

Recital Hall - see here 

Mon., Oct. 19, 9 AM - 1 PM 

"Who Gets Breast Cancer & 

Why: A Workshop on 

Environment, Disparities & 

Breast Cancer?" California 

Breast Cancer Research 

Program. We will focus on: 

*  environmental exposures 

and disparities, such as the 

stress of racism and poverty, 

and how they can increase a 

woman's risk for breast 

cancer, 

*  more equitable ways 

communities can partner with 

researchers with the support of 

a funder that values genuine 

collaboration, andfunding 

opportunities for communities, 

nonprofits, support groups and 

scientists to get involved in 

preventing breast cancer. 

For more information and to 

register, please see here: 

Thurs., Nov. 5, 2015 

California Children's 

  

 

Please contact our office with any questions 

regarding this email or visit our website for 
further information about our organization. 

Materials Distributed August 2015 meeting 

Meeting notes August 20, 2015 - no meeting in September due to MCHA 

air conditioning issues.  Materials can be found HERE 

Upcoming Changes in Prenatal Care Coverage - Lynn 

Kersey, Donald Nollar, Liz Ramirez and Celia Valdez  

MCHA changed our policy to have an August meeting in light of multiple 

changes in pregnancy coverage.  MCHA staff reviewed slides and new 

policies in Lucy Quacinella's absence.  We will have her come to speak at 

a future meeting.  See slides posted for August meeting on our website; 

see handout with information below on our website, here. 

 

The areas discussed were: 

 Pregnant Applicants with income to 138% of poverty are now 

eligible for FULL SCOPE Medi-Cal!! 

 Citizen and lawfully present beneficiaries already in Pregnancy-

Related Medi-Cal as of August 1, 2015 with income up to 138% 

of poverty have a choice.  They can keep their current Pregnancy-

Related Medi-Cal coverage and providers.  No action is necessary 

to exercise this option.   Women in Pregnancy-Related Medi-Cal 

will not be charged ACA tax penalties. Or these beneficiaries can 

switch to full-scope Medi-Cal.  If they wish to switch, they need 

to contact the county eligibility worker to request the switch. 

 Pregnant applicants with income over 138% up to 213% of 

poverty are eligible for Pregnancy-Related Medi-Cal, which IS 

"Minimum Essential Coverage" 

 Postpartum coverage:  The postpartum coverage under Pregnancy-

Related Medi-Cal WILL BE considered MEC.  

 All medically necessary services must be provided under 

Pregnancy-Related Medi-Cal. 

 Women with income to 213% who become pregnant AFTER 

enrolling in Covered California have a choice.  

 AIM/MCAP for pregnant women with income over 213% up to 

322% is now/should be in the state's enrollment computer system 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lNwG8AnLVuo9b7UNdlBLUGp87NJrcZfg_5F_HflR8WVIvbW7BflTSvTD7q4GANSGi-UrAkMHMZT6xWoo0hX6Y_LyDyHlbA8MM-5L8iGNgiuqJxUuHKGYC9rc=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH4ER85z-_pdXEXB5CIavLGiSPZJu-5dkVy03p03ghB6bFhGjBX8QCtWb4LKq8oMyZQ5ERriacGwthjNw-riHkQ9DASbTcE857GNkwO8CVGKM2te8d5I6lIJgzphnpnpZHMXN-Ji1l6cWXV1PQ3216nN-NWMWdJ_un4S6liZKL5TCZ5XXk5RujhENJNNIgh3ocGZZYNaKJRhkUca0yK6NCumz-Aeltj2g7cPnk8q-9EXsEbUHvJiNJyXrZd2TObrl_FHF7ju97MH4=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN6My1CSmdmyCS4rtsqFjvpVcpoDQOhjqY_E5FToamq5KhU35PsH4IIwzgV85xw41YorPNAApP7Q4fxUtFQrZh1LjhmiuzjPMAlomFlpEILQvLAmIM_kplpxi1c5RH_54qUBoHJRvvLii&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lNynfQz2tRIWmVPRpXUIZcXA6bvDUKJt7BhmbABARrF_FVWns6EFusf8jhu9npsCavrxtU5JA-tgED2McYYoR1y2kCHxVw3WvSfVXtkGevREyD2AqaJtwH9vsSYWgiIfyE4ZlB1C9saZC&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lNwG8AnLVuo9bV67higS-XLJsDtEwxrl5tsMcYD8u_29RhsMSaNIHZu057pNawcXOC1PEeLSBI8E-rsaZVWNFLSh9PPg1j_P-Azd3gKuwpJ0vUrgibLPeDIZ7IaRsmytE_KqkKvOHIS4UsyVJtFrX_D5gXBC13GNL_7_nEzzTwNjJfXUnWuFQZ1K3w3cQ2L4jDgbekMZzVSSZA6xlfpuP8uOODgXMBybI4A==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN70ZCv19d8hTxsE4swdezwQPW2x11cpLiFn8YoQWwhtLqyU_OdbniqaKlL0XGQfkuLjGNaiw_V6ta8XXXwnboeqtIOuDyaUDqAV0wM_W0Qe2XyF9Z0h48QXNfhsh04kxtJYZyGvKSUokTPuxy9i5aIgWn2M_bOTT-ZcXg9KVQ_IojvcKvXuOwDZNtvQhrStFg0XYMrOq7RjhgqVUM6tGLIpOrJ3MWNfhdjszI85dUzyj&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==


Services Demystified 8:30 

Registration, 9:00 - 10:30 

presentation.  Sponsored by 

the Infant Development 

Association of California. At 

Braille Institute, 741 Vermont 

Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 

90029 Phone: (323) 663-1111 

Free parking and refreshments 

provided.  Early Bird 

Registration Deadline is 

October 22, 2015 

IDA Members - $25.00 and 

Non-members $30.00After 

10/22/15 - Registration 

Fee: IDA Members - $30.00 

and Non-members $35.00 

EMPLOYMENT 
  

Please click on job title to 

view full description and the 

application process. And 

provide a cover letter and 

resume with your application 

that specifically outlines your 

employment history 

experience and educational 

background for which you're 

applying.  

 Pregnancy Coverage 

Specialist 

 Administrative 

Assistant 

 Project Coordinator 

MCHA is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer; 

women and people of color 

are strongly encouraged to 

apply. 

  

Join Our List 

 

  

 Questions?  Please contact Lynn Kersey at lynnk@mchaccess.org 

or Lucy Quacinella at lucyqmas@gmail.com.   MCHA can help 

problem-solve applications and cases. 

New since August meeting: 

Vital Signs: Improvements in Maternity Care Policies and Practices 

That Support Breastfeeding - United States, 2007-2013.  Cria G. 

Perrine, PhD, Deborah A. Galuska, PhD, Jaime L. Dohack, MS, et al. 

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2015;64(Early Release):1-6  Although 

80% of U.S. mothers begin breastfeeding their infants, many do not 

continue breastfeeding as long as they would like. Since 2007, CDC has 

conducted the biennial Maternity Practices in Infant Nutrition and Care 

survey among all birth facilities in all U.S. states, territories, and the 

District of Columbia. CDC analyzed data from 2007 (baseline), 2009, 

2011, and 2013 to describe trends in the prevalence of facilities using 

maternity care policies and practices that are consistent with the Ten Steps 

to Successful Breastfeeding. This report summarizes the analysis. 

Department of Health Care Services Medi-Cal 

Managed Care issues All Plan Letter reminding plans 

that women may go out of network for abortions 

DHCS has issued this very helpful All Plan Letter about abortion access 

under Medi-Cal managed care plans: The main policy is that a woman has 

the right to go outside of her plan network without prior authorization at 

any time for any reason to access abortion services?? This victory was the 

result of efforts by many-- THANK YOU ALL!  The group is still 

working on several other issues, such as Medi-Cal transportation to 

abortion services, defining covered ancillary services, including advance 

practice clinicians among providers of covered professional services, and 

updated protocols for Mifepristone and Misoprostol. 

Pregnancy Events Reveal Cardiovascular Risk 

Some Complications Signal Seven-fold Increase in Risk of Heart 

Disease Death 

Women who experience complications during pregnancy may be at 

greater risk of dying from heart disease later in life than women with 

uncomplicated pregnancies, according to new research.  from the Public 

Health Institute, published Sept. 21, 2015 in the American Heart 

Association's journal Circulation. 

 

Researchers found that some combinations of pregnancy complications 

were associated with as much as a seven-fold increase in risk of 

cardiovascular disease death overall. Other complications were associated 

with a four- to five-fold higher risk of dying of cardiovascular disease 

early, before the age of 60.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN5NqrwopO3J7-4u-yL9-a9rFqNNu20_lETyFWWuPfjzPIB-73L5jQVRMRZk-6saU1LbpDLvrUIyq5wft2dB5HQB4Ma63svCh_OrLmfox5gxZEseOk2BLR0iGbAKswCSLRWI66GM9dxfqjE7cFEHNLE5q9ylUVWPNK4OH1yuqULpCE5Din_hvRhC4waV4w86ajA==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN5NqrwopO3J7-4u-yL9-a9rFqNNu20_lETyFWWuPfjzPIB-73L5jQVRMRZk-6saU1LbpDLvrUIyq5wft2dB5HQB4Ma63svCh_OrLmfox5gxZEseOk2BLR0iGbAKswCSLRWI66GM9dxfqjE7cFEHNLE5q9ylUVWPNK4OH1yuqULpCE5Din_hvRhC4waV4w86ajA==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2h7bR5fsTlkRZr-BC5Ig3tBMxMjchU0C14ImRrGHvvdiOMrYofeml_N1KKAa-8tZonanNlKqNVmdc64MVzzSFAz-vo_YD7McIZdYuZyhaoQXtvqEW-Gr92jhYg5cWwBeSpJW_iu9zwTK6D9DHRKA0VZZRtybym3V74tH-UsPH5o6u0kBflCjoqf6vYwZSOXbpjTVpORy4gEOh5fg07q3UJmUGoGFETP8w==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2h7bR5fsTlkRZr-BC5Ig3tBMxMjchU0C14ImRrGHvvdiOMrYofeml_N1KKAa-8tZonanNlKqNVmdc64MVzzSFAz-vo_YD7McIZdYuZyhaoQXtvqEW-Gr92jhYg5cWwBeSpJW_iu9zwTK6D9DHRKA0VZZRtybym3V74tH-UsPH5o6u0kBflCjoqf6vYwZSOXbpjTVpORy4gEOh5fg07q3UJmUGoGFETP8w==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lNxM5Cm8jG5GmX7OoTHGX0S6FQyyB33_GR1cBWjQ5JhQR_E5gl-XAsi6JMSNDwGBivlNj7JWWWkntCcwquckNhBwx6O_lVI9J9ujRKWdwE0TNi87E208gCDULkBNHTIY5Frmmr1fnMOHpGHOgWxJ3uvrUVGOB7IIZsMvkWlk3bFc_EB8Q9nn4rzFcJ90T4VgL2j-iicfqyTQWOswkk7ut6sxK9O3vPYFxQglq9xqOIxEW&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lNynfQz2tRIWmhdZ3FkDNr6hOwGAkwvorEFPihArNmNBfUGCmsqLMD27tNwYfr1Cw5tB9OW33YhZ2dM7J7aHQtLf0FNjYmrkvBo794-yQ0Tbjom4j_GJdEq0-6rlJaD8qOQ==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
mailto:lynnk@mchaccess.org
mailto:lucyqmas@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH8-AFHiFP5yvnJWM5mS6gO-mkoCf-8junO9Jmr4hSLzzBkbaWkj0tXVUKbW8iQ1DtLCo2MRfh-u9FoE3zAkO0x9A23mD0JDQRWrX1dhfgYEl40BS8F6yXDvOUTOhngRJA4TAdONZCG7GKy2JNQdCJi4Lf3GpaZz9VbHT_FE1YrG59Oeq3H0Fk6Q==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH8-AFHiFP5yvnJWM5mS6gO-mkoCf-8junO9Jmr4hSLzzBkbaWkj0tXVUKbW8iQ1DtLCo2MRfh-u9FoE3zAkO0x9A23mD0JDQRWrX1dhfgYEl40BS8F6yXDvOUTOhngRJA4TAdONZCG7GKy2JNQdCJi4Lf3GpaZz9VbHT_FE1YrG59Oeq3H0Fk6Q==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eHcOx8zhbgIwrouIYOYFBUlDU7FMzypom-FzAbY9HMISm7IHet9YAtcrLsYjWMrecUsCAqPTtuM20jSpW4MnCcaxsUU70sU0eyV0A11EJlYB20xw5KXierQQkJXI5sgOf20uRNnd5GppXqdcDi3KUqV_xVr2TkFyzn0rU0kPEjMcV-3svUH5nCAttNPg9G4H8HYu02Is9CnzsODo7hnqMX61kPVAMtSgNfCkBVGnVFM_x6APkKFJp-qMXot2sRxxR5Gew6HRvlFFjh5G8y83HsDWsZyMHAoalsdhG96uhxDCjSr5OjQ54keZUo_OJG9E9NkCQ-J5k3u-P4px8OoqeBWLzZvBZGKqS3M0HASzY6uXBYUGGAp6JkPuDlT7V8v1OoUHz9x2tXgVU=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101834365892


"Pregnancy is really a stress test for the cardiovascular system," said 

senior study author Barbara A. Cohn, PhD, of the Public Health Institute's 

Child Health and Development Studies (CHDS) in Berkeley, CA. "And it 

can be used to identify women at highest risk for cardiovascular disease 

death so they can receive earlier and more intensive preventive 

care."  Cardiovascular disease is the No. 1 killer of American women. 

According to the American Heart Association, 399,503 women died of 

cardiovascular disease in 2013. 

Blue Shield will become a Medi-Cal provider with 

Care 1st 

Care1st will continue to operate as a standalone entity with its existing 

provider networks, and the company's CEO and other top leaders have 

committed to stay in place. The Care1st headquarters in Monterey Park 

will remain open, as will their medical clinics. Care1st, which is currently 

for-profit, will become a not-for-profit company in the Blue Shield 

organizational structure.  Care1st health plans will remain in place through 

next year, and members will continue to receive services from Care1st . 

The acquisition required approval from the Department of Managed 

Health Care. The DMHC and Blue Shield agreed that the Care1st 

acquisition would be approved on several conditions, including increased 

contributions to charitable causes, plans to improve quality ratings, close 

coordination on premium increases and resolution of outstanding network-

related issues, among other areas.  See Blue Shield's piece, and Frequently 

Asked Questions, here and concerns expressed in the Los Angeles Times, 

here. 

Texting and Breastfeeding "Brexting"... makes 

National Public Radio   

Smart phones distract breastfeeding moms, disrupt bonding 

 

More new moms are spending prolonged amounts of time online while 

feeding their babies.  Experts say that's an important time for bonding. 

From the Los Angeles County Department of Public 

Health: 

Get involved in the development of a Pharmaceutical 

Take-Back ordinance   

WHAT'S THE PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM? 

According to the National Community Pharmacists Association, an 

estimated 200 million pounds of unused or expired prescription drugs are 

stored in medicine cabinets across America. This situation provides easy 

access and an opportunity for the abuse of these medications by others for 

whom they were not intended. Also, the use and disposal of needles, 

syringes, lancets, and other medical products is closely regulated in 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH8OydwmTtFsRM7UlT734Rt_AwojAX7feE-hX86Vz-Vaz-KeotrZNKY0m0YsFZbBg-KbNxwtiDFzk0vKBZt8Cvse9OixtE-oj1WwJ2FNUZU__v_V5x23ZWjwd9gRqMwyze0I2FN3TX2h2unrYteUolA48CnrD_FsX00POFw3TY-ADjDGfbJI1EfWYD2CQzLIcLFCp1-FzQBDM=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eHfOaC2HeSJl9zRkMacblgWMlBSAFl06Z6mG3HTdx3K24SbZqYRTyYOnrdjfCWdzIQ0sOLeV1tc8XXtYprLq3Y6l7evxaVvpHikfne4Jm_4Tlx_SDmIo0JGgDRzt6zQYLw3jOH_9zjCJz-QwCZCx15hJj4TpZdk20mZ8IbefDHnnwBDwoU7WSQTt7qXkdwVJLu&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH10s47HUxMWh5XSF0_UbohWBYNDz6ayJqbmgvkDmUcWBi2CskyVDoxhvb2JVgOT7sGVz9ogFSc4EGYuP1WyQFdkjrhpanv7tOQa_RcodYJleLUBAwj7e6CM_Qk_quC2ZOqwAcflNxY2Nw05wZ8RsDJJGWjx0XhRNETmIq3ozDy4ve3ZrQUAwk_gNYUmhRIzw0SBrxizA4N7LPtYdzgV-xwA==&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==


healthcare facilities. But, there is no regulatory oversight of their use in 

the home. Studies show that these items are routinely placed in the trash. 

Improper disposal practices may result in needlestick and other injuries 

that can expose others to bloodborne illnesses such as hepatitis B, hepatitis 

C, and HIV. 

 

Many residents are unsure of safe disposal methods, and proper disposal 

services are limited. These situations represent a significant public health 

problem. 

 

ORDINANCE BACKGROUND: 

The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors recently passed a motion 

directing the Pharmaceutical Working Group, made up of several County 

departments, to draft an Extended Producer Responsibility ordinance. In 

the proposed ordinance, pharmaceutical manufacturers and producers 

would develop and fund convenient collection services for LA County 

residents. 

 

WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED:  

There is an opportunity to implement additional disposal options that will 

protect health and safety in LA County. The Pharmaceutical Working 

Group is working with producers of drugs, needles, syringes and other 

medical products as well as community stakeholders to gather suggestions 

and concerns about such an ordinance. After this information has been 

collected, the group will draft an ordinance, share it for further comment, 

and then provide it to the Board of Supervisors for consideration. You can 

get involved in the following ways: 

1. Visit the website to learn more about the Pharmaceutical Take-

Back: 

2. Attend upcoming stakeholder meetings. Find dates and agendas 

on the Pharmaceutical Take-Back website: 

3. Share comments regarding a pharmaceutical take-back program or 

a personal story on how you or a loved one have been affected by 

misuse of pharmaceuticals or pricked by sharps. Email 

epr@lacounty.gov 

CONTACT US 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH7xo4PWOzpHUiiDpbnNYMWpHOTLLNPXT_qLqST_fX9xhvgN7EtUeqg6ette6T32d2mVTmSxSmlaaV9WFy_Gu7vh7nsnMQoUm5SzFvY-BcZUP0XN9OJ-T-cyEQtWQj_p2FA9EUdg1xLv4=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN2yB8kF5O-eH7xo4PWOzpHUiiDpbnNYMWpHOTLLNPXT_qLqST_fX9xhvgN7EtUeqg6ette6T32d2mVTmSxSmlaaV9WFy_Gu7vh7nsnMQoUm5SzFvY-BcZUP0XN9OJ-T-cyEQtWQj_p2FA9EUdg1xLv4=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
mailto:epr@lacounty.gov


Maternal and Child Health Access 

1111 W. 6th St., Fourth Floor 

Los  Angeles, CA 90017 

213 749 4261 phone 

213 745 1040 fax 

www.mchaccess.org 

info@mchaccess.org 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN3ZcOX18fFsqIg9_MJdjo-VIJbqvoNF9LzFwUQRk_6tGHqVhR68zH358Lko5aZ-nza0vXw-yxW7q5pwvxKG_j2vafA3aP63mJ_U1n4_VP_h3WinnT8VGFW4=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001403W2pdhlHKt9ZvxwI1IpMScuZc3oNmrxLaEPi5KAMxPpvP8qs5lN8JxpOs2IwJ2NwoIY4ZfqEZbv3xnpfs4RkO37AlRONsnttZctxSgs3bt7_8PZIwEBGyKwHAYUuWgv-rMeArkPNPHOT75-E6O6x0zSEADBv8pMkcx5C_s2wM=&c=ODUjJ8GwVPjRQ1oD3tP2YI--fZF0fNC5PdAf5ElvuGDSft6YYtFvFA==&ch=pP7aTrIgYm-0pnN6nS6TYQFwxq22IzyQK8f2C5lQE0H25kXjHJwL6w==

