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What’s Ahead …

 Domestic Violence Dynamics

 Criminal Justice System Process

 Domestic Violence Homicide



STATISTICS

 Domestic Violence (DV)

 15% of all violent crime

 174,649 domestic violence calls per year in CA

 50% of all female murder victims

 20% family member

 What’s different about DV vs. other 
crimes? (2 factors)



Cycle of Violence

II. 
Acute Violence

Physical & 
emotional trauma

Victim in fear

III. 
Honeymoon
Remorseful
Apologetic

Promises to change

I.
Tension-Building

Minor incidents
Victim tries to accommodate or 

step around defendant’s outbursts
Checking cell phone / cutting off support

Fostering sense of worthlessness



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

EXAMPLES
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TERMS
Defendant – accused of committing the crime

Prosecutor – works for the government and holds the 

defendant accountable by enforcing laws

Defense Attorney – defendant’s lawyer

Public Defender – appointed defense attorney



TERMS

Misdemeanor vs. Felony vs. 

Wobbler

Jail vs. Prison

Assault vs. Battery



TERMS

Murder vs. Manslaughter

1st vs. 2nd Degree Murder

Death Penalty Eligibility



Pre-Filing

Filing

Post-Filing



PRE-FILING

 Crime occurs
 Someone calls 911

Recorded 
 Police arrive / Investigate
 Assigned to a detective / Investigate



FILING

 Do we believe a crime occurred and can we 
prove it beyond a reasonable doubt?
 Corroboration

Ethics of defense attorneys vs. 
prosecutors

 If a case should be filed, do we file a 
misdemeanor or a felony?





Felony v. Misdemeanor (DV)

FELONY MISDEMEANOR

Serious Bodily Injury Minimal Injuries

History of >2 
Assaults

No felony 
convictions for 
assault

Prior DV crimes No DV priors

Weapon Used Weapon brandished

Very Vulnerable 
Victim



POST-FILING

 ARRAIGNMENT
Bail / OR / Protective Order
Custody status  very important 

A protective order with a stay 
away provision will be issued in 
(nearly) every single domestic 
violence case





POST-FILING

 PLEA 
Types of Plea Arrangements

 TRIAL



POST-FILING

Jury Trial
Civil vs. Criminal
How many jurors
How many need to agree

Two main issues 



POST-FILING

Jury Trial



Recanting/Minimizing-

Common Themes

 “I attacked the defendant first.”

 “Someone else actually caused the 
injuries.”

 “It never really happened; I was just mad.”

 “I don’t remember.”

EXAMPLES



SENTENCING

 Exposure

 Felony DV  4 years

 Misdemeanor  1 year CJ

 Prior “Strike” (serious or violent)

 Any felony DOUBLES maximum sentence

 If current felony is also a strike x2 +5

 No impact on misdemeanors
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STATISTICS

 Why homicide is a good measure

 Underreported?

 Grey area?

 Limitation

 Most common types of homicides in LA



LA COUNTY FEMALE HOMICIDE 

RATE



NATIONAL FEMALE HOMICIDE 

RATE



STATISTICS

 Pretend you’re a judge…



FIREARMS (nationally)

 According to a CDC study, more female 
intimate partners are killed by firearms than 
by all other means combined. 

 Firearms in the household increase the odds 
of lethal versus nonlethal violence by a factor 
of 6.1 to 1.

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/225722.pdf



http://vpc.org/studies/wmmw2019.pdf



STATISTICS

 CA laws regarding domestic violence and 
firearms

 Filing Days



STATISTICS

 Disclaimer re: Mental Health

 Anecdotal Evidence

 Cases





STATISTICS

 A domestic violence fatality review study in New 
Mexico documented that alcohol and drugs were 
present in 65 percent of domestic violence 
homicides between 1993 and 1996.

 In one study of 272 males entering treatment for 
battering or alcoholism, the odds of any male-to-
female aggression were 8 to 11 times higher on 
days they drank than on days they did not.

http://vpc.org/studies/wmmw2019.pdf



LA COUNTY FEMALE HOMICIDE 

RATE



STATISTICS

 Recent state laws

 Socioeconomic conditions

 Age of the population

 COMMON SENSE



Being there for Victims
Protecting their Rights and Prosecuting their 

Abusers



Violence upon a person, 
whether perpetrated by a 
complete stranger or a loved 
one, is criminal conduct and 
should be prosecuted in a 
just and ethical manner.

Public safety in the streets loses much of its moral 
impact if personal safety in the home is not enforced.
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