Maternal and Child Health Access

Month Iy virtual meeting

This Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where?

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
This is a virtual meeting
Do Not come to our location!

After you register (at RSVP below) for
this event, look for the Zoom link in
your registration confirmation email

guestions?
213 749 4261
info@mchaccess.org

CLick HERE TO

RSVP |

Speaker/Topic:

We missed February’s Dental
Health Month, so this month:

Susan Flores, Senior Policy
Coordinator
California Pan-Ethnic Health
Network (CPEHN)
Access to Care for Oral Health —
How to plug in to oral health issues
in Los Angeles

Remember: Experts: Prevention
Critical as Dental Visits Plummet
During Pandemic

PUBLIC CHARGE - back to 1999
The American Recovery Act —
what’s in it?

Meeting Notes — Thursday February 18 - click HERE!

Guest Speaker: Hermes Padilla
Community Engagement Specialist
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy



mailto:info@mchaccess.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K2Wc3-s_ZOj3cxla033KC55xTRUf2Dy-CgQ7C_gg1tPFJwCkjD1VO2N5_HGJHA_80FlCo22iSftyCghwCoUbZ7eKoZ2rkjyoM2xudIq1oiDcbSb1pczpm-eiGD4gS4vv_07mpi-XOFrfr4OgNXQ0HoLoe1jgdkMX-Wzdlcp4ErdOP-5us9wagu8ciIw712937aOv41wyshv614RYFbMg1NVB3u5GXIVzmxS4tIwo7IZ-80hodVDNJIY=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K2Wc3-s_ZOj3cxla033KC55xTRUf2Dy-CgQ7C_gg1tPFJwCkjD1VO2N5_HGJHA_80FlCo22iSftyCghwCoUbZ7eKoZ2rkjyoM2xudIq1oiDcbSb1pczpm-eiGD4gS4vv_07mpi-XOFrfr4OgNXQ0HoLoe1jgdkMX-Wzdlcp4ErdOP-5us9wagu8ciIw712937aOv41wyshv614RYFbMg1NVB3u5GXIVzmxS4tIwo7IZ-80hodVDNJIY=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K2Wc3-s_ZOj3cxla033KC55xTRUf2Dy-CgQ7C_gg1tPFJwCkjD1VO2N5_HGJHA_80FlCo22iSftyCghwCoUbZ7eKoZ2rkjyoM2xudIq1oiDcbSb1pczpm-eiGD4gS4vv_07mpi-XOFrfr4OgNXQ0HoLoe1jgdkMX-Wzdlcp4ErdOP-5us9wagu8ciIw712937aOv41wyshv614RYFbMg1NVB3u5GXIVzmxS4tIwo7IZ-80hodVDNJIY=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K67b5BM-DJIBwCYAmzd0lobL7kE0o8uyMMZ4jW2mxAs_YcPEt3oJobqK53RrKPbs0jPcnwj9APHRbaY2dPDddCeqB7tNVA0lh13wBo6GKzgf&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K7p-g-TQyufZMdVyz1tfuk_vUQqKjQbdExDP9bz7TNG-KyHdWJOIGMrf4EnBTWbSnDfE57R48sLDj2NtJzYHR6sDWab4TnKJmk1Znsml5VLoBiCL7NP90xV_K8H0jtlY1cjkkjaFbSL9Sclx_ikyrItJiq1orJKmxVZzwim_CaRUyQ_CS3izt5WUK4fya3wvLlXpmz3F55-mgj_PiPdSnZo=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==

SAJE, Strategic Actions for a Just Economy, works on tenant rights, equitable
development and healthy homes. Hermes walked us through housing protections
brought about by AB 3088 and SB 91, with SB 91 (just passed at the end of January,
2021) extending California’s previous eviction moratorium (AB 3088) through June 30,
2021.

SB 91 also creates a framework for distributing rental assistance for qualifying tenants
who cannot pay rent because of COVID-19. Applications were to be out March 15, but
the city’s website now says March 30. See also the state’s Housing is Key or Stay
Housed LA County

Los Angeles County will have the state administer their funds, while in Los Angeles City,
the Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID) will administer

The assistance is regardless of immigration status.

The most urgent of SB 91’s provisions is a requirement that landlords must send a notice
by February 28 describing changes in the law to all tenants who are behind in rent for
the period of March 1, 2020 to February 1, 2021. Failure to send the notice by the
February 28 deadline may affect landlords’ ability to exercise remedies against tenants.

The process is complex and MCHA urges agencies to help clients or send the to
organizations funded to assist — some are linked here as well as SAJE itself and
Eviction Defense Network

See Herme’s slides at our website for more detail on qualifying for SB 91 and AB 3088
relief.

MCHA reviewed changes in health coverage for the pandemic, mainly in Medi-
Cal. We have produced two materials on COVID-19 related care, one more text and
explanation and one a piece in color in Spanish and English versions:

Three important Medi-Cal programs to help with COVID-19 testing and treatment
(including in-patient hospitalization), regardless of immigration status

Medi-Cal and Medi-Cal Access Program (MCAP) Protections During the Public
Health Crisis

Your feedback and questions welcomed!

Three Reminders - Medi-Cal During COVID:

1. No Negative Action through end of the year - The ONLY ways that Medi-Cal should
be cut off is if a beneficiary requests, or dies, or moves out of state! Please note that
thousands are still inadvertently or through systems issues being cut off, but the state
moves to put them back on Medi-Cal. Please contact DPSS or have your client contact
DPSS’s Customer Service Line if this happens.

MAYBE STAYING ON MEDI-CAL IS BETTER THAN MOVING TO OTHER
INSURANCE POSTPARTUM - Discuss it with the client! If there are problems using that
Medi-Cal postpartum, let MCHA know! Restricted Medi-Cal covers all medically
necessary services, including dental and mental health.
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2. “COVID Uninsured - neither income nor immigration status matter, covers COVID
testing, treatment, hospitalization. No public charge for any COVID-related service. See
the state’s page here. but also MCHA'’s information above.

3. “Waive”, or Get Rid Of, Medi-Cal Premiums During the Pandemic Few Medi-Cal
enrollees know that during the public health emergency, premiums paid monthly can we
waived for MCAP, Optional Targeted Low-Income Children’s Program and the Medi-Cal
Access Infant Program (infants born to a person covered by MCAP for the pregnancy),
County Children’s Health Initiatives and the 250% Working Disabled Program. MCHA
and other advocates have made suggestions about the posting, language and
distribution of notices regarding the waived premium issue. The clearest link right now is
this one: Premium Waiver Due to COVID-19 - November 4, 2020 on the COVID-19
page. But no one has to HAVE COVID in order to get the waiver

Here is a link to the notice MCAP enrollees should be getting:

Monthly Contribution Waiver for Medi-Cal Access Program

New Since Meeting

Vaccine Eligibility Expanding to Persons in LA County with Qualifying
Medical Conditions (information from LA County)

On March 15th, people aged 16-64 who have underlying health conditions or disabilities
are now eligible to receive vaccines, as their conditions put them at the highest risk of
becoming very sick from COVID-19.
These conditions include:
« Cancer, current with weakened immune system
Chronic kidney disease, stage 4 or above
Chronic pulmonary disease, oxygen dependent
Down syndrome
Solid organ transplant, leading to a weakened immune system
Pregnancy
Sickle cell disease
Heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or
cardiomyopathies (but not hypertension)
Severe obesity (Body Mass Index = 40 kg/m2)
Type 2 diabetes mellitus with hemoglobin Alc level greater than 7.5%

OR

« If, as a result of a developmental or other significant, high-risk disability, one or
more of the following criteria applies:

« A COVID-19 infection is likely to result in severe life-threatening illness or death;
OR

e Acquiring COVID-19 will limit the individual’s ability to receive ongoing care or
services vital to their well-being and survival; OR

« Providing adequate and timely COVID care will be particularly challenging as a
result of the individual’'s disability
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Persons who are newly eligible and qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine due to a medical
condition should note that during registration for a vaccine appointment, they will be
asked to state that they have a high-risk medical condition or disability.

To protect confidentially, they will not be asked to disclose the specific condition.

People getting vaccinated must provide documentation at all appointments with either a
letter from a healthcare provider, a personal physician or an agency providing services
or, if not available, the eligible person or their caretaker will be asked to sign an
attestation. (See Los Angeles County’s form here.)

All eligible persons will also need to provide identification (government ID not required)
and proof that they live within LA County at their appointment.

Appointments at Los Angeles County run sites for those with qualifying medical
conditions will be made available starting March 15. It is recommended you follow
@lapublichealth on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram for when appointments will be
made available.

Additional information posted on www.VaccinateLACounty.com

Additional Essential Workers Now Eligible for COVID-19 Vaccine
This past week, several new essential workforce groups were added to those eligible for
the COVID-19 vaccine. Below are the current eligible sectors for the vaccine.
Eligible Sectors for the COVID-19 Vaccine by Occupation
e Food & Agriculture
Healthcare Workers
« Emergency Services
e Education and Early Childcare

Public Transit (New)
Janitorial/Custodial (New)

A full breakdown of the occupations by sector is available at our webpage How to Make
an Appointment.

Vaccine assistance websites (NOT county or state-sanctioned):
https://www.findmyvaxla.com/

https://vaccinefinder.org/

https://www.gotsla.orq/

New Estimates of U.S. Pregnancy Rates Show Long-Term

Trends Across Age-Groups
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Overall pregnancy rates in the United States reached their lowest recorded levels in
2017, according to estimates released by the Guttmacher Institute in a new report,
Pregnancies, Births and Abortions in the United States, 1973-2017: National and
State Trends by Age, by Isaac Maddow-Zimet and Kathryn Kost.

The data, which portray long-term trends for all age-groups, demonstrate long-standing
declines in pregnancy rates among young people and steady increases among older
age-groups. Additionally, the data show strong regional patterns. The report summarizes
these findings and provides a series of interactive figures through which users can
explore how the reproductive lives of women have changed over time.

The data set is publicly available, and select estimates are also available through
Guttmacher’s Data Center.

Key findings

In 2017, the most recent year for which comprehensive data are available:

e Pregnancy rates for women of reproductive age reached their lowest recorded
levels, with 87 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15-44.

e Pregnancy rates for women aged 24 or younger also reached their lowest recorded
levels, continuing a long-standing decline in pregnancy rates among young people.
There were 14 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15-17, down from a peak of 75
in 1989; 57 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 18-19, from a peak of 175 in
1991; and 111 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 20-24, from a peak of 202 in
1990.

o The pregnancy rate for women aged 40 or older reached a historic high of 19
pregnancies per 1,000 women. This finding exemplifies the increasing rates of
pregnancy among older age-groups over the past 40 years.

e Pregnancy rates among women aged 15-19 and 20—24 were generally highest in
the South and Southwest. Among women aged 30-34, 35-39, and 40 or older,
pregnancy rates were generally highest in the Northwest and Northeast.

View the full report, including interactive figures, and access the data set at
Guttmacher.org.

ALERT: Important Change to Public Charge Rule

Since March 9, the public charge rule in place under the Trump administration will no longer be
enforced. The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) will not consider

participation in Medi-Cal (except for long-term care), public housing, or CalFresh

as part of the public charge determination. See also DHCS website

Advocates are approaching the state about rapidly changing their materials and messaging. Stay
tuned!

State of California
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY

State Health and Human Services Leaders Issue Joint Statement on Federal Public
Charge Changes


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtksnnadVVxhTrpnppQ9clPOHTtzgT_FPBah88tErowmyR7QTgFATEyNcVB2sWrTececP1AVTM7DIOLEd8e5xRR334PWDdCv6Cat6wsFmcCK0gT931pVSI6eKLtPe74eu6GQKQwsq5D5uVOHxLbTfxFHg_9gTU2mr_VtCUFxSbYXWdxtoK1D5JC4GjNJFyVH39Bt5nZ9p_ME_8E2lqQ4pw62Fk7Z89hs4OAFWSxYHYllgNxOC9WpF1E85AbdZ-Bg5PFp0AdBbwAYl3MxZG6ryOx2U_O3rqERM16C16_1D4D3Ki_B94pNQEGV8pJ7M6zuHCKH40rvY1H8EqznXqdpTvpKED6Uz4R68jvPLnI7OCt1Z-WMUuW5fFBYAhW50J34NBToqJzUB_ZjR4mTGm3AgmncDiTeMD4v6W52n2Ewuv_Smckpp1Y5jp6jOPl0NGnbHAl9nXcq8dTzxOwarU6_SU_cXbSEqWXpc7v&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtksnnadVVxhTrpnppQ9clPOHTtzgT_FPBah88tErowmyR7QTgFATEyNcVB2sWrTececP1AVTM7DIOLEd8e5xRR334PWDdCv6Cat6wsFmcCK0gT931pVSI6eKLtPe74eu6GQKQwsq5D5uVOHxLbTfxFHg_9gTU2mr_VtCUFxSbYXWdxtoK1D5JC4GjNJFyVH39Bt5nZ9p_ME_8E2lqQ4pw62Fk7Z89hs4OAFWSxYHYllgNxOC9WpF1E85AbdZ-Bg5PFp0AdBbwAYl3MxZG6ryOx2U_O3rqERM16C16_1D4D3Ki_B94pNQEGV8pJ7M6zuHCKH40rvY1H8EqznXqdpTvpKED6Uz4R68jvPLnI7OCt1Z-WMUuW5fFBYAhW50J34NBToqJzUB_ZjR4mTGm3AgmncDiTeMD4v6W52n2Ewuv_Smckpp1Y5jp6jOPl0NGnbHAl9nXcq8dTzxOwarU6_SU_cXbSEqWXpc7v&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtkdyn5WTKOwhTmDxLWDWfbW6lGPZsY0sdp9F4lgc-hp-25mup5oxLBIymqSiSc2-ZmIFiUaG4a2kVzWmNeOrdlo_c-NYU7XoM9j44NjXo6Jr64RJAiSS0xE970LAoS_baUFxKmcZI_EGAq8ziuvErzzQr34NiOXjTMIt1wHacHdHs0WmrXPuSONRBNqKEYjJv-wSrQFIhB_gJw_HgtTAsbbzYGlP7ig_qHBrcjBqa__1Suxd4_0fVHl3Jay_CUbWWmz5WrpBBS7dzzQeNG61FNGc9-0vPsT1lwMFN9zAepuvQG3yG4TyY8F_R7Ol4DtWcQv7YDzYau28My_Mxsg0mABzm86GkunUsiNEu-y3xZKwrWMn1Penh4XrAzElwVz8LO7GJvjuyAQwG1l9vO3LdzZRWprfOvAO97Tg9d9Wo_4wXnMyMEMUug_uUtUJ5mVhyWUjFvhlpaxT8WYthIisUb6Z4Bgv4uDkbxZv3LnmF-yCM=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtkbDJTwrsrjSrkP4kc_JjHnKxZcLh_2xY_BBt_lJjyjmQwUkDsFO6xRhKcJCAwDYVK-BwxVx_MW4DFvEMm9RsynE4uZJDcLb1H_QFMMpfW9yJPOCAFLp_31iKl8_-_rDvqUWNCJ4ClYXGDL39-c5eAIx9pznrRCC32yTA-AR-4EkfK7hMGhFL_Hl_RJv_Txk6pbmvOAx_2ARNraIJnflyXmuYlYVaYoRQONwy2tkv9GXtkFsAGoKiuZrXCEjP1biWH_OjWwrbGTo9DGUrutILEhOpVx9hjciuKR7Gua2JdJp55EhxcI1YUQ8P_mDOO-rRexaGgOCtPv5ZTJt12_IP23d0STDhu8C4siioPoPw7EjDZc9_axG-RYM1g8aIQIIn126jZk_Yo9IcCZUsNQCjErSpmxoSGSzSCagbFnRo-94wRovd6a6GIfie0xmIJlt81Zl3NYMn3MutsskGbWaY8bwqkWvtjqTw6&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtkJ4ZCqQTjNZA9_bGtmz8_k2cP54XmWeA4idTFZBxfvFHGBeSbtQAV3ZUTl_nLLg5DIVmLAcjcG_2Mdr8mW9BQF_8v9DrARwOf4C0So_bL0qFYDFF0rY2PbztilzXI_bSjBQ24IBi_NmJoU3eQTcqUaHlv0B9sqCnv&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtkJ4ZCqQTjNZA9_bGtmz8_k2cP54XmWeA4idTFZBxfvFHGBeSbtQAV3ZUTl_nLLg5DIVmLAcjcG_2Mdr8mW9BQF_8v9DrARwOf4C0So_bL0qFYDFF0rY2PbztilzXI_bSjBQ24IBi_NmJoU3eQTcqUaHlv0B9sqCnv&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OK4o7NsZVdOP33Uh7VrzHb-5QuwRvM69QXHNy1_6hkAmSk2lJ9V7K8nuz-1uEdtk6ZqFaRmpTkuxDOlR7XH7tJHsFoU7cJiU3d2s5y5K3JsafDKkX3aS5b_i0C_NY-YRrzSpn4SF2G8fhf2EU67tZqOYzk470AgkCPMNTua88N_2YjXiFgmIVJeb2lsMn0lQH-C6MDcZYkJegO4Ql-D9-HqN8emOGhS3PVoTtzWPPa8=&c=gB1VaqGFUa7Vkdd2M9idXBJrGT7cJuTMZjYW_TAd4SVbBSNPLy4rzg==&ch=m8Moh7EG0HbpOFC3DhjzJbmtN0kcqnMso4hVKU2lmYBaEISoBjC3zA==

SACRAMENTO - California’s health and human services leaders today issued the
following joint statement on the Biden Administration’s announcement that it will no longer
enforce the 2019 public charge final rule.

Joint statement from California Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly;
California Department of Social Services Director Kim Johnson; California Department of
Public Health Director and State Public Health Officer Dr. Tomas Aragon; and California
Department of Health Care Services Director Will Lightbourne:

“Immigrants and their loved ones across California can seek and accept medical care,
food assistance and public housing without fear or confusion, thanks to changes in
federal policy. They won’t be forced to choose between getting help for basic needs and
their ability to stay with their families in the United States.

To immigrant families in California, we want you to know that California fought to end this
shameful policy and you should continue to use available public services that help you
and your family thrive and be healthy. Remember that medical testing, treatment and
preventative services for COVID-19, including vaccines, will not be considered for public
charge purposes. If you have questions, you can find a list of nonprofit organizations
providing legal immigration services on the California Department of Social Services
website.

To providers across California administering health and social services programs, thank

you! We are grateful for all you do to ensure that everyone has access to basic services.

Your efforts further our collective work to build a healthy, vibrant, and inclusive California
for All.”

For more information on federal changes to the public charge rule click here.
Hitt

The following statement is from Jacey Cooper, State Medicaid Director and DHCS Chief
Deputy Director for Health Care Programs:

“We welcome the federal decision to stop treating Medi-Cal as a public charge.
Diseases, including deadly pandemics like COVID-19, ignore borders and legal
distinctions between people, so it’s in everyone’s best interest that all individuals get the

care they need.”

Join the Women's Policy Institute

Ready to flex your local policy muscles? Applications are due April 8th for
Women'’s Policy Institute Local - our locally-focused and experiential policy advocacy
training program.

WPI-Local is an experiential, year-long fellowship open to community-based advocates
from all 58 counties in California who want to address the inequities embedded in public
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institutions. The fellowship delivers training and tools, builds networks, and develops
leadership skills to advance local policy campaigns and build power throughout the
state.To apply you will need a team of three or four collaborators and an idea for a
local-level policy project that will advance racial, economic, and gender justice.

Thursday, March 25th: Women'’s Policy Institute Local Informational Webinar
English at 10 am PT

Resources

Low-cost internet, devices or a free computer course, SAJE is partnering with the
nonprofit organization human-I-T to provide low-cost internet resources needed to get
connected. Human-I-T is also here to help those low-income seniors who are not
connected or are paying too much for the internet, those who need computing devices,
and those who’d like to improve their digital literacy.

Call 888-391-7249, text 562-372-6925 or see website www.human-i-t.org Under
“‘community services”

Free Tax Prep

Angelenos will again be able to rely on the Citywide FamilySource Centers (FSCs) to
assist them with their tax filings through the Free Tax Prep Los Angeles (FTPLA) Program.
The FTPLA program has been an effective program helping working families and
qualifying individuals claim their cash refunds.

The FTPLA assists income-qualified residents in claiming their tax refunds. Also, for the
first time ever, immigrant filers with an ITIN.

« City residents can visit: to find the nearest locations and hours of operation.
o Tax filers can also use secure drop-off services which require appointments.
Assistance is available in English, Spanish and Korean at various locations.
« Self-filers! Tax filers can file their own simple returns for free online with services in
English and Spanish at https://www.myfreetaxes.ora/
For additional resources visit https://hcidla2.lacity.org/covid-19

Save the Date

Wednesday March 17, 2021 — SPA 4 Regional Meeting 10:00am — 11:30am
Register for the event HERE! As a community partner, we are inviting you to join us for
the first meeting of the year focused on providing an update on COVID-19 vaccines and
the public charge rule.

Please join us to hear more information on the COVID-19 vaccinations; get the latest
updates on the vaccine roll out; get the facts about public charge as it relates to
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accessing COVID-19 testing, treatment, and vaccinations; and more announcements
from DPH and our community partners.

Maternal Mental Health Now:

The “2021 Perinatal Mental Health Conference for Black Birth Workers, Providers,
and Clinicians” will take place virtually over four weeks, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14, and 5/21, from
9:00 am to 12:30 pm each day.

This training aims to build the capacity and competency of Black clinicians and providers
in Los Angeles County in order for Black families to find specialized perinatal providers
who look like them and with whom they can relate. This conference will provide
foundational knowledge on perinatal mental health care through a culturally-informed
lens to help providers build concrete skills and tools to more adequately address the
mental health needs of Black women and birthing people specifically within the Los
Angeles County area.

Tickets are free to Black birth workers in the Los Angeles area. In compliance with
the grant funders for this project, we are currently only able to offer conference seats to
those working in Los Angeles County or serving communities Los Angeles County. We
hope to extend the training and content to others in various ways over the upcoming
year.

For questions please contact Erin Sricharoon at erin@maternalmentalhealthnow.org

Maternal and Child Health Access
1111 W. 6th St., Ste. 400
Los Angeles, CA 90017
213 749 4261 phone
213 745 1040 fax
www.mchaccess.org
info@mchaccess.org
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