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MARCH OF 
DIMES LEADS 
THE FIGHT FOR 
THE HEALTH 
OF ALL MOMS 
AND BABIES.

OUR MISSION



3

END PREVENTABLE 

Maternal Health 
Risks and 

Death 

END PREVENTABLE 

Preterm Birth 
and Infant 

Death 

End the Health Equity Gap 

FOR HEALTHY MOMS. STRONG BABIES.

OUR GOALS



Builds on the achievements and thought leadership of the National 
Prematurity Collaborative, which was launched by March of Dimes in 2016 with 
CDC support. 

The Mom and Baby Action Network (M-BAN) engages cross-sector partners to 
invest in, influence, and leverage collective action to address the root causes 
of inequities in maternal and infant health.

The issues are complex, systemic and multi-layered. As such, they require 
complex solutions carefully orchestrated to ensure high alignment. The moment to 
move from data to action is now. 

Through M-BAN, March of Dimes leads broad measurable changes in policy, 
research, funding and systems. Together we can achieve what we cannot 
achieve alone.
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M-BAN NATIONAL EQUITY FRAMEWORK - COMMON 
AGENDA (RESULT, INDICATORS, STRATEGIES) 

DRAFT 05/27/20
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R
All people are healthy before during and after 
pregnancy and if they give birth, they have healthy 
outcomes.

I
% of live births 
born preterm 
(before 37 weeks)

Preterm birth 
disparity ratio for 
United States

Maternal 
mortality rate

S Acknowledge the 
historical legacy of 
and dismantle 
racism. Address 
unequal treatment 
and unconscious 
bias.

Increase access to high quality, 
high-value, risk-appropriate, 
integrated care regardless of 
geographic location and 
throughout the life course.

Promote environmental 
justice to limit exposure 
to environmental toxins

Reduce the 
burden of and 
disrupt lifelong 
economic 
insecurity

Build safe, 
supportive, 
connected 
communities

Infant 
mortality rate



M-BAN KEY FACTORS & ROOT 
CAUSES
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Structural racism is the primary root 

cause of racial and ethnic inequities in 

birth outcomes. It is manifested in 

sustained social and economic 

stressors, as well as physical and 

psychological harm. 

Disparate poor birth outcomes are a 

direct result of “weathering”, 

engendered by the toxic stress of 

overlapping and mutually reinforcing 

structures of inequitable opportunities 

for optimal well being. 



PRETERM BY RACE/ETHNICITY

California, 2016-2018 Average

All race categories exclude Hispanics. Preterm is less than 37 weeks of pregnancy. 

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved November 17, 2020, from www.marchofdimes.org/peristats.



PRETERM BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Los Angeles county, 2015-2017 Average

All race categories exclude Hispanics. Preterm is less than 37 weeks of pregnancy. 

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, final natality data. Retrieved November 17, 2020, from www.marchofdimes.org/peristats.



Birth Outcomes and Education 

Data Source: 2015-2017 California Department of Public 
Health, Birth Statistical Master Files
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BLANKET CHANGE
WWW.MARCHOFDIMES.ORG/BLANKETCHANGE.ASPX

Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act of 2019 
(H.R. 4995): This bill would develop public health 
programs to: 

1. Improve access to obstetric care in rural areas, 

2. Reduce and prevent racial and ethnic 
discrimination in maternal health care, 

3. Improve perinatal care and health outcomes, and 

4. Eliminate preventable maternal death and severe 
health challenges.

Helping Medicaid Offer Maternity Services Act 
(H.R. 4996): 

This bill would extend access to health insurance 
(through Medicaid or CHIP) for women one year 
after childbirth.

https://p2a.co/Jyf3NfJ
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https://p2a.co/Jyf3NfJ


2020 MARCH OF DIMES REPORT CARD
AVAILABLE 11/16/2020

new data on infant mortality and social determinants of health
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GROUP PRENATAL CARE
WWW.MARCHOFDIMES.ORG/SUPPORTIVE-PREGNANCY-CARE/SUPPORTIVE-PREGNANCY-CARE.ASPX
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NICU FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM

NFS Programs in California:

• Miller Children’s Hospital, 
Long Beach

• Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles

• Children’s Hospital of Orange 
County

• Santa Clara Valley Medical 
Center
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PRETERM BIRTH PREVENTION TOOLKIT 
COMING SOON!



March of Dimes Breaking Through 
Bias in Maternity Care 
Implicit Bias Training
for hospitals, clinics and health plans 
available: 

https://www.marchofdimes.org/implicitbias



MARCH OF DIMES ONLINE SUPPORT



MY NICU BABYTM APP

Use the free app to:

• Learn about caring for your baby in the NICU and at home

• Track your baby’s feeding and weight 

• Track pumping and kangaroo care sessions

• Take photos and add filters

• Get ready to take your baby home with a customizable 

checklist

• Manage your own health with a postpartum visit 

questionnaire

• Keep track of health providers, your to-do list and questions 

• Connect with other families

Available in Spanish: Mi Bebé en la NICU 



marchofdimes.org/birthplan



FACEBOOK LIVES
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#PrematurityAwarenessMonth is more 

important than ever before as we face an urgent 

maternal and infant health crisis, with 

unacceptably high rates of preterm birth, 

maternal death and severe pregnancy 

complications.

March of Dimes is shining a spotlight on this 

maternal and infant health crisis. The U.S. 

preterm birth rate has increased for the 

fourth year in a row.

With your support, we can advance the 

understanding of premature birth, by working 

hand-in-hand with researchers, policymakers, 

community leaders and families.

Free webinar series-November 17-18, 2020

marchofdimes.org/reportcard



PREMATURITY AWARENESS MONTH 
WEBINAR SERIES



Mashariki Kudumu, MPH

March of Dimes 

Maternal and Health Director 

Greater Los Angeles

mkudumu@marchofdimes.org

Phone: 818-539-2178

Thank you!! 


