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HEALTH ZIKA VIRUS OUTBREAK MAY 19 2016, 11:04 AM ET

House Passes Zika Bill But Funding Level Is Far
Below Obama's Request

by ALEX MOE
The U.S. House of Representatives passed a Republican-backed bill Wednesday night to

combat the Zika virus that the White House has already threatened to veto as inadequate.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Kentucky, chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, would provide $622 million to fight the virus — less than a third of what President
Barack Obama asked for three months ago.

The measure next must be reconciled with a compromise Zika bill the Senate passed Tuesday,
which would provide about $1.1 billion, or roughly two-thirds of what the White House wants.

Estimeted range of Aadas aogypo aod Andes albopictus in the Usited Sintes, 2016° Sources in the congressional leadership told

- NBC News on Wednesday night that a final
\ e g .~ bill could be a long way off, since there isn't a
I et » =25S clear path to compromise.
mm_mw,ﬂ;:ﬂﬁ'”m‘“mw ek But House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wisconsin,
: said the House bill "helps protect our people
T e i | from the spread of Zika in the most direct
Vitdlsigns way possible."
www cde. gov/vitalsignsfnika el
Estimated range of Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus "We will now work with the Senate to get the
mosquitoes in the United States in 2016. U.S. Centers for .
Disease Control and Prevention needed resources to the president's desk,"
he said.

In threatening a veto Tuesday, the White House said the full $1.9 billion is needed to fully fund
research and to counter the risk of the mosquito-borne virus, especially among pregnant
women.

The Infectious Diseases Society of America said in a statement: "The Zika threat to the
continental United States is imminent with the approach of summer. State and local public
health departments as well as biomedical researchers need robust resources now to protect our
population from Zika and to develop vaccines, rapid diagnostics, and therapeutic agents."
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