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Why Denim?

1992 - Rome, Italy

An |18-year-old girl was raped by the 45-year year old driving instructor who was taking
her to her very first driving lesson. He took her to an isolated road, pulled her out of the
car, removed her jeans and forcefully raped her. She reports the rape and the perpetrator
is arrested and prosecuted. He is then convicted of rape and sentenced to jail.

1999 - Rome, Italy
The driving instructor appeals the sentence, claiming that they had consensual sex. The

case makes it all the way to the Italian High Court where the conviction is overturned and
he is released.

Enraged by this verdict women of the Italian parliament protested by wearing jeans to
work. As decisions of the news spread so did the protests.
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Why Denim?

1999 - Los Angeles, CA

In April 1999, Patti Giggans Executive Director of Peace Over Violence established the
first Denim Day in Los Angeles. Motivated and emboldened, the California Senate and
Assembly did the same and a movement was born.

20I11 - Nationwide
After 12 year of hosting Denim Day in L.A., Peace Over Violence launches Denim Day
Nationwide with over 20 states observing and joining the campaign.

2014 - Spokespeople, Music & Arts
Musician and artistivist, Aloe Blacc and emcee Maya Jupiter lend their voice for Denim
Day and bring music and arts to the campaign.
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Why Denim?

2016 - Denim Day Goes Global
Denim Day Spain is established and observed on May 2nd. Denim Day reaches over [00
countries becoming a global campaign.

2016 - Campus Activation

USC becomes the first official college campus activation hosted by GUESS? and Peace Over
Violence

FIGHTING RAPE CULTURE ONLINE

2016 - The #YesAllWomen and #WhatWereYouWearing hashtags flooded social media in
response to the Isla Vista shooting.

2017 - Sexual violence awareness is expanded into online activism when the #MeToo
movement became viral.
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Breaking Down Sexual Violence

WHAT IS SEXUAL VIOLENCE?

Sexual violence is any sexual activity that is forced and nonconsensual by
means of psychological coercion or physical abuse. It includes all acts of
sexual violation such as sexual abuse, rape, sodomy, sexual acts committed
with foreign objects, sexual harassment, touching a person’s intimate parts
without their consent and any other unwanted sexual activity.

SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse, also referred to as molestation, is usually undesired sexual
behavior by one person upon another. It is often perpetrated using force or
by taking advantage of another. When force is immediate, of short duration,
or infrequent, sexual abuse is called sexual assault.
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Breaking Down Sexual Violence

SEXUAL ASSAULT AND RAPE

The terms “sexual assault” and “rape” conjure up many different images.
For this reason, it can be challenging for individuals to define them.
Sexual Assault is an umbrella term for when a person is forced, coerced or
manipulated into participating in a sexual act to which she, he or they has
not freely consented.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
Unwanted, unwelcome sexual attention or advances. Sexual misconduct is

a term often used to describe sexual harassment perpetrated by a person is
a position of trust or authority.
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What is Consent?

Consent is WILLING participation

Consent is SPECIFIC

Consent is ENTHUSIASTIC

Consent is INFORMED

Consent is MUTUAL

Consent is ONGOING

Consent is based on EQUAL POWER

Consent can be WITHDRAWN at any time

Consent is a NEGOTIATION

Consent happens without PRESSURE or MANIPULATION
Consent is NOT PERSISTING when someone says no (verbally or non-verbally)
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What is Consent?

CONSENT IS MORE THAN “YES” OR “NO”
Agreeing or giving in to sex because of coercion or fear is not consent.

Just because someone says “yes” they want to have sex with you doesn’t mean

you have consent to do whatever you want. Consent is about mutual desire so get
specific!
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Coercive Control

Coercive control is a strategic course of oppressive behavior designed to secure
and expand gender-based privilege by depriving women of their rights and liberties
and establishing a regime of domination in personal life.

Coercive control refers to abuse as a “strategic course of oppressive behavior,”
meaning that:

 Behavior is rational, instrumental and not a loss of control

 Behavior is “ongoing” rather than episodic

 Behavior is based on multiple tactics like violence, intimidation, degradation,
isolation and control.
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Victim Blaming

Victim blaming is an umbrella term that denotes any actions or words that suggest
or state that a victim of a crime--in this case of sexual nature-- is to blame for
what happened to them.
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Rape Culture

Rape culture refers to a society or environment whose prevailing social attitudes
have the effect of normalizing or trivializing sexual violence and abuse.

More often than not, it’s situations in which sexual assault, rape, and general
violence are ignored, trivialized, normalized, or made into jokes.
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Healthy Sexuality

Sexuality is complicated; there are many factors to consider. Often people aren’t
completely aware of what healthy sexuality means. The list* below helps to describe some
of the traits we see in healthy sexuality and healthy relationships.

INTIMACY

* Feeling of closeness

e Kindness, consideration, appreciation and support
e Takes time to build

SELF-DETERMINATION
e Ability to control one’s decisions without interference
e Ability to make sexual decisions without pressure or influence

*Adapted from the Power and Control Wheel, developed at the
Domestic Abuse Intervention Project in Duluth, Minnesota.
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Healthy Sexuality

CONSENT

e Willing participation

e Free from intimidation, manipulation, or fear
e Active process that involves choice

TRUST

* Knowing that your partner is being honest

e Knowing that you can be honest with your partner

e Feeling safe and confident that your partner will respect your decisions

MUTUALITY

e Shared experience of commitment and intimacy
* [nclusive decision-making process

* Reciprocal and reciprocated
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Healthy Sexuality

HONESTY

e Being truthful about past sexual experiences and current relationship status
* Informing partner of sexually transmitted infections

e Being truthful about relationship intentions

COMMUNICATION

e Open exchange of information between individuals
e Two-way street -- involves listening and responding
* Open communication that increases connection

RESPECT

* Acknowledge our own and our partner’s inherent value

e Hold others in high esteem

e Act in a manner that contributes to the well being of everyone
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE.

SHE WAS WEARING

TIGHT
JEANS
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE.

SHE WAS ASKING




SEXY CLOTHES

It is often believed that sexy or suggestive clothing
invites wanted male attention, positive or negative.
Regardless, wearing revealing clothing does not

invite sexual assault. In fact, women and girls have
been raped in everything from jeans to business suits
to pajamas. This belief reinforces the myth that women
and girls invite assault by their clothing choices and
shifts the blame for the crime to the victim and away
from the perpetrator, where it belongs.

denimdayinfo.org



THERE IS NO

EXCUSE.
SHE WAS
FLIRTING

ONLINE
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE,

SHE WAS HIS
STEADY GIRL

FRIEND




INTIMATE PARTNER SEXUAL ASSAULT

One of the most common misconceptions is that

most rapes are committed by strangers. In reality,
more than 75% of sexual assaults are committed by
someone the survivor knew and trusted—such as a
teacher, co-worker, friend, relative, or even their
steady girlfriend or boyfriend. Just because someone
has consented to a sexual act in the past does not give
someone the right to assume consent and to force or
coerce sexual contact.
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE.

SHE WAS
DRUNK &
PARTYING




ALCOHOL RELATED RAPES

It is commonly believed that because a woman is
drinking and partying she somehow invites rape.

In most states, it is against the law to have sex with
someone who is unable to give legal consent. Coercing
or forcing sex without consent is considered rape/
sexual violence. If convicted of this crime, a perpetrator
would likely have to register as a sex offender.
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THERE IS NO

EXCUSE.
HE HAD IT

COMING
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE.

SHE WAS HIS

WIFE




SPOUSAL RAPE

Spousal rape or marital rape is often unreported and
overlooked. There is a widely held view that a woman
surrenders consent at the time of marriage, and is
responsible for satisfying all her husband’s needs and
desires in order to be a good wife. The law has been
slow to criminalize marital rape, but it is now recognized
as a crime in all 50 states.
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THERE IS NO
EXCUSE.

| HAVE TO

DO EVERYTHING

FOR HER
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