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Maternal and Child Health Access

In this mailing:

National Nutrition Month -
Nutrition/Food Updates

Maternal deaths fall worldwide -
except in US

Important Update: AIM
Regulations to Allow an

Enrollment Freeze

Order your Mother's Day card

Medi-Cal Managed Care Survey

Once again - Healthy Families
Open Enrollment

Help clients or take the CCS
Survey

Federal Health Reform

Advocacy Tip!...Suspension of
Medi-Cal Benefits for

Incarcerated Juveniles

Contact MCHA

Save the Dates!

Saturday April 17 11-6 Earth Day
South LA: The 2nd Annual EARTH
DAY SOUTH Los Angeles event.  
Normandie Avenue Elementary
School, 4505 S. Raymond Ave, Los
Angeles, CA 90045. Dance and
music performances, community
mural, graph art pieces, recycled art
exhibit and fashion show, and art
sale. Local food will be showcased
with recipe demos, food vendors and
produce for sale.Information: (323)
299- 7075 or see their website
HERE 
 
Sat. April 24, 1-5 PM, Center for
Nonviolent Education and Parenting
Festival of Childhood. Art, Music and
Fun! 1226 No. Alvarado, 1 blk north
of Sunset on Alvarado (street
closure of Reservoir St.) See their
website HERE(flyer also in Spanish).
 
Mon-TuesApril 26-27,
2010: California Partnership's
Sacramento April Action Days- great
opportunity for clients to come to
Sacramento and be trained and visit
legislators! Contact Astrid Campos
acampos@communitychange.org for
any openings and prices ($35-50).

Tues. April 27 - May 3, 2010,Remote

MCH Access monthly meeting:  
We are in the process of expanding and will be moving around our

meetings - check each month 

 Thursday, April 15, 10 AM - 12 noon
Moseley Salvatori Conference Center

Good Samaritan Hospital
637 S. Lucas Street

Los Angeles, CA 90017
(between 6th and Wilshire Streets)

 
Parking:

Free at MCH Access, enter on 5th St. to 2-story parking and walk across
street or pay $6 at Good Samaritan, entering on Lucas St. across from

the conference center
PLEASE ALLOW TIME TO PARK AND WALK!

 
Topic:

Celia Brugman, Senior Community Liaison
Dena Herman, Study Coordinator

National Children's Study - LA-Ventura Study Center 
UCLA School of Public Health

About progress with the National Children's Study here in
Los Angeles

We're on Facebook - become a fan!

March 18, 2010 meeting - National Nutrition Month -
Nutrition/Food Updates

Sheila Bina, RD, CLE, TLC Supervising Nutritionist, PHFE WIC Program
Donald Nollar, MA, MCH Access, Food Stamp Coordinator/Training
Specialist

Ms. Bina presented information on the changes in WIC foods
implemented last October in Los Angeles County - WIC foods have been
"reinvented".Background information was provided as well as WIC's
goals and client eligibility. WIC began in 1976. Did you know that women
can receive WIC up to six months after the end of a pregnancy, including
miscarriage and other fetal demise? Or that almost half of all infants and
about a quarter of all children ages 1 to 4 in the United States
participate in the WIC program! 9/10 of the infants eligible ARE receiving
WIC. Newborns may be enrolled in WIC over the phone for the first
month. The Southern California programs combined serve over 750,000
people.
WIC realized it was time for a change, since not much had happened to
the food package since 1974, even though there had been changes in
the food supply and food consumption, changes in diet-related health
risks, including major increase in obesity rates and changes in nutrition
knowledge and dietary guidance.  What did WIC do?

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqcWjwZl0Q4zXpCpAnYaRz9BCkL-zATd8MRysMrpNBkODS_9S_Vc-TSsLWutybwhE-f2lLFPLwkBANZ-FU551ha0fR6HRytynMI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfJDz4p9W5ZJfXzeq7smocWHFhmkbJNO_OPrp9Yx5ACiGKg3bKcAkLZ84UdvTJF6urd2dUZF_h5R7VD7GAKhQUVmAIJeuv32VVUlvZDW80Fwoo3EqvAuIHEL92gcpXPrhala-rR4S6GDAsCmDW2_Qhi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqf9MHDt-4C5YRkKJInOPn9pGjLunBWVw3njWWFt52OKtK6gEibKT0m8-qGQkaFigNs6CE2tFNgtLwemclBfCsuCbuWtJXjPlxVKWQTI_xOkryDWvOBfEUcl
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Area Medical (RAM) Free Medical,
Dental, and Vision Care. Los Angeles
SportsArena 3939 North Figueroa
Street , near USC. 1,200 people a
day will be treated-possibly more
depending on the final number of
volunteers and participating
organizations. For more information
visit their website HERE

Fri. April 30, 2010 - National
Association of Hispanic Nurses
(NAHN)Los Angeles Chapter their
Annual Conference, this year
partnered with the March of Dimes
and themed Health Care Reform and
the Impacts to the Latino Mother
and Baby. 
At The California Endowment in Los
Angeles. 
Registration fees:
NAHN Members - $60.00
Non-Members - $70.00
Students (Generic-Non licensed) -
$35.00
On-Site Registration - $75.00
For more information and to
register, please click HERE
 
Tues May 18-Weds May 19 - Hunger
Action Day-Sacramento
SPACE LIMITED. Call for details
(213) 388-8228
Legislative visits and hearings
around poverty and hunger policy
issues in California
 
Wednesday June 2 - 4:30-6:30pm
Hunger Action Day-LA
City Hall South Lawn, Los Angeles
CA 90012
Rally, speakers, and invited elected
officials to discuss state and city
budget issues impacting
Seniors, kids, disabled persons, and
needy families
Especially around programs such as
Summer Lunch for kids and Senior
Meal programs as well as
Cash assistance programs for low
income working families and
disabled persons

RESOURCES

County Homelessness Prevention
and Rapid Re-Housing Program
(HPRP) Lost your job? Work hours
reduced? Through this program, you
could receive monetary support for:
Back rent, Rental subsidy, Past Due
Electric Bills, Security deposit, 
Utility turn-on fee.
Serves the following geographic
 areas:
1) The unincorporated areas
 of LA County;
2) The City of Alhambra
 and the City of Huntington
 Park; and
3) 47 cities with a population
 of less than 50,000.
TO FIND OUT IF YOU MAY
 QUALIFY:

- Added fresh fruits and vegetables
- Added baby food fruits and vegetables for infants
- WIC "reduced the juice" - none for infants and less for children and
women
- Only whole grain cereal allowed now, added whole grain bread
- Lowered fat - less cheese, eggs except for fully breastfeeding, less
milk and only reduced fat milk for those over 2 years
- Added canned beans, salmon/sardines and milk alternatives such as
tofu and soy
- Incentives to breastfeed - exclusively breastfeeding moms receive most
variety and largest quantity food; exclusively breastfed older infants get
baby food meat and larger quantities baby food fruits/vegs
- Compared to "old WIC", partially breastfed infants receive less and
varying amounts of formula; moms feed more breast milk to their infants.
- Compared to "old WIC", partially breastfeeding moms receive food
DEPENDING on HOW MUCH formula they receive from WIC (mostly or
some breastfeeding).
- Moms who do SOME breastfeeding will NOT GET ANY FOOD beyond
6 months
- New soy products for women do not require a prescription (soy
milk/tofu) A prescription for soy for children is needed only once
- New since April 1 - 2 pounds of bananas replaces 16 oz of infant fruits
and vegetables
- New formula - Enfamil Premium Infant
- Infant Cereal not limited to Gerber anymore
- As of April 5, 2010, the Shopping Guide will list the following as
allowable:mint, cilantro, parsley, and basil (cooking classes abound -
maybe "growing herbs" next?)

We were also informed of Farmer's Market coupon availability - in limited
amounts (not everyone gets one) in May and June, for one-time use
(something to work on!). WIC is adding more peer counselors and
conducting more research on childhood obesity preventing childhood
hunger and the summer food program.

Donald Nollar, MCHA, spoke of changes in food stamps, now called
"SNAP" (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) at the federal level,
but without a new name (yet) in California. Food stamps are an
important economic generator program, since they are 100% paid for by
the federal government, which also gives money for administration of the
program, and since for every $1 spent, $1.84 is generated in economic
activity. Because California only serves 51% of our eligible population,
we are losing $3.7 - 6.7 billion annually in general and matching funds.
Missouri has 94% of their eligible population participating; only Wyoming
has a smaller percentage of eligible participants! 
However many barriers exist - in our own programs we have seen
parents afraid of applying for their citizen children. The fingerprint
requirement does not help this situation - as Donald pointed out,
fingerprinting is associated with criminals and no one wants to feel like a
criminal when applying for public benefits. Only Texas, Arizona and New
York City fingerprint. California's logic is that people will be stopped from
fraudulently applying in more than one county, but there are other
systems in place for this.
What can be done? 
·  Move to semi- annual or annual reports ( SB 1358 would do that AND
eliminate finger prints)
·  Drop the asset test (proposed in current budget)
·  Align recertification of Medi-Cal and Food Stamps 
·  Raise the allowable income limit from 133% to 200% of Federal

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfUoQbMmOJr3aG16733RsNg_u6Ay679Sqdwf-QiCqryieM25kC5YoMG11wOOw542ohhWLg5388rTlrot9J4cs_rePc_p2Pk_nA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeadZfeXGo90SsT9UGEfSzo_KqBrBKBUomDtyxVsBZZAY5H3qJw5aEeTv1-6KEmLXBV9ltNpd_NrsEXcEJxVEC4pfXirJuWOHjvrRy4XsShNZ2NOMqV2SwD
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Call 211 or go to the Los Angeles
County Housing Resource Center
(LACHRC) website at: 
for a pre-screening tool. Other
cities may be offering this program;
call 211 for more information or go
to their website HEREto access the
HPRP Program Referral List.

The Los Angeles County,
Department of Public Health, 
Injury and Violence Prevention
Program (IVPP) is excited to
announce the release of the
report Los Angeles County
Domestic Violence Data
Resources. This resource
includes information regarding
criminal justice, law
enforcement, public health
and survey data resources
which pertain to domestic
violence in Los Angeles County.
The report is available in its
entirety on our website.

For questions or requests for
copies of this report: 
Injury & Violence Prevention
Program Los Angeles County
Department of PublicHealth
3530 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 800
Los Angeles, CA 90010
(213) 351-7888
 
The Grocery Gap:
Who Has Access to Healthy Food
and Why It Matters:
PolicyLink and The Food
Trustpesent The Grocery Gap, the
most comprehensive review of
studiesof healthy food access and
its impacts -- 132 studies conducted
in the United States in the past 20
years

Positions!
 
MCH Access is hiring a Human
Resource Director as well as
positions for our Welcome,
Baby! program- nurses and
other home visitors CLICK
HERE to see all positions
available.

Join Our List

Poverty Level

These changes are all allowable under federal law. Other pending food
stamp legislation:
 
AB 1198: Lifts the life time ban on Food Stamps for recovered addicts.
AB 537:  Facilitates the use of Food Stamps at farmers' markets and
swap meets.

AB 1914: Requires the state to extend emergency food stamps to
applicants awaiting approval of their unemployment benefits.
For ongoing updates, meeting participants were referred to the Hunger
Action LA weekly list-serves: frank@hungeractionla.org

Maternal deaths fall worldwide from a half-million
annually to less than 350,000

However,  mothers in the US now die at a higher rate than in most other
high-income countries, four times the rate of Italy and three times the
rate of Australia.

A massive new analysis of worldwide maternal mortality shows that
deaths are down significantly around the globe - but in the United
States, deaths are up to 17 per 100,000, compared to the last U.S.
estimate of 12 per 100,000. This suggests that California's most recently
reported rate of 19 per 100,000 is not an outlier or a fluke, but a
representation of a national problem. This study, which comes from the
Institute of Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University of
Washington, is much more powerful than previous analyses. The team
spent two years assembling a dataset three times larger than the set of
numbers used to make previous estimates. "Just to give you some
perspective," said Christopher Murray, one of the study's co-authors, "a
sample that's 5 percent larger is a big deal in public health."

Click HERE for full story
----------------------------
Deadly Delivery: The Maternal Health Care Crisis in the USA
In March, Amnesty International released an important report on maternal
health care in the United States. The report analyzes the barriers to
health care that result in our country's troubling maternal mortality and
morbidity statistics. Among other issues, the report examines
discrimination; financial, bureaucratic and language barriers to accessing
care; information about maternal care options; participation in care
decisions; staffing and quality questions; and accountability and
oversight. For full report click HERE
For summary click HERE

Important Update: AIM Regulations to Allow an Enrollment
Freeze

Background: The AIM caseload has been plummeting over the past
year, likely as the result of women not being able to afford AIM's
premiums in this bad economy and/or experiencing income dropping to
Medi-Cal's level for pregnancy-related care (i.e., 200% of poverty).  With
this downward caseload projection, the funding that has been budgeted
for AIM is expected to last the full fiscal year (ending June 30, 2010). 
 
Nevertheless, MRMIB adopted emergency regulations last fall to
authorize an AIM enrollment freeze should MRMIB believe funds have
run out. MCH Access opposed those regulations: with the caseload
dropping, the budget gap was narrowing every month (see our

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdnVwX8EEpvRsPoMCbToPfsCyMSxHX8o0-F5cpu9DRP1Lm9fTuVjNG3rGJM2XQ9d9ZRpfsYg7yFzBvlQMsAbXBbayX390nNOgWRogA1dxr5bQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeXMBSTBseDMh1PopRm0hYwJ3PXoof4wawr-jD3DElxpOoG04sgwi1eiu1OwilCHtbdij7xztZZk3XSfYyig2tufXfJ449ChRNawZ_y7LHL4q3KR9r2we-O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeXMBSTBseDMh1PopRm0hYwJ3PXoof4wawr-jD3DElxpOoG04sgwi1eiu1OwilCHtbdij7xztZZk3XSfYyig2tufXfJ449ChRNawZ_y7LHL4q3KR9r2we-O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqdxkyjohvv1eIlhV3laT5QNjNj5LXqKIw21LkpAogXhs51V06iPkzOrCBv7Z2wn2yn7fmcbfE3ervwjaWWM-j9AXoqUETFAN7iG9UMZVKlq_bZ7IcPaLRh8z8Ih-j2i4itlXRAU4pmuwXoyKjcr9jgMZKNHZ5dEYSRsaGLIu3AdtyStkDa45rT0f8V2lDU_QLGI1cUo759kCaq9_Pnn0-CL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqdxkyjohvv1eIlhV3laT5QNjNj5LXqKIw21LkpAogXhs51V06iPkzOrCBv7Z2wn2yn7fmcbfE3ervwjaWWM-j9AXoqUETFAN7iG9UMZVKlq_bZ7IcPaLRh8z8Ih-j2i4itlXRAU4pmuwXoyKjcr9jgMZKNHZ5dEYSRsaGLIu3AdtyStkDa45rT0f8V2lDU_QLGI1cUo759kCaq9_Pnn0-CL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqf9MHDt-4C5Ya50mhtRdvnPVdVoDijUGjkenuNN6AOkS1_BbUKtK2XTitvo_GZIfE_5UdsnMprfBNmg6UyocnaGPnSrE8s9AIulvztx-Q2hgbae0uoRH8fh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqf9MHDt-4C5Ya50mhtRdvnPVdVoDijUGjkenuNN6AOkS1_BbUKtK2XTitvo_GZIfE_5UdsnMprfBNmg6UyocnaGPnSrE8s9AIulvztx-Q2hgbae0uoRH8fh
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101834365892
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfyJokzq9xXhO1JqeszKP7UBmERfD2ks1VwotpOGHLjnQiWkf6hUMLMpsOvaXVOyWgEehYc0DWEfs1KvPQrMwWS28oubuRkS6sCi8bTrqIoAhuNFTzGCF8I0b3HIlmWAE05S-FxAWgma3xfYeKF7wjDDbrggWLdkqV7n9JCCwyMrru76EUH0KnAr39h84CaPGw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdEX_e0GDSdaqW9aw8VHnWY-oFTEJdnY0z6idiIRnvQc5BFKg9e7Tf1loC04OlAVBWIkbrFLmeRP5nizcSkhKS1nT6HA6sky0yD60Wr1c-j7kf8w2lLtLrvO948OMCg6QVrhX7uSFZo2hUeUp-Ac3xe
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeCPp4DHudctzvujN-0PWm9wPvS8oPh2Q3bY7qUHvFLPHy0duclvdyPBPMm8gS0nL8-h4t83-1ah28DaxlCxILXGw39bwg__xto9MRkkQ3QQZZFixK6QH-Y9mSNrEpVwJymgma13jgV5dye3FIOfIXEYX9m92Gr864=
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September 2009 comments). 
 
New emergency regulations filed to allow an AIM enrollment freeze: On
Friday, April 2, 2010, MRMIB proposed another set of emergency
regulations, for "advance" comment in 5 calendar days. MCH Access
filed its commentson April 7, again opposing implementation of an AIM
enrollment freeze.   We have included in our comments financial
considerations to a potential enrollment freeze as well as historical
information from when AIM was closed before. We also have the
experience of how disruptive it was tofamilies to close the Healthy
Families program last year.  
 
If a program freeze DOES take place, this new filing improves the
regulations along lines MCH Access had proposed last fall. For
example, when a pregnant woman submits her application during an
enrollment freeze, the application will not be simply sent back to her;
instead, it will be reviewed for eligibility once the freeze is lifted. This
essentially replaces automatic rejection with at least a waiting list for
AIM.
But more needs to be done. For example, copies of the AIM applications
should also be forwarded to the woman's county for a Medi-Cal eligibility
determination. Some women's income may drop to the Medi-Cal range;
and even women who qualify for Medi-Cal with a "share of cost" will
benefit greatly by having a payment source for hospital delivery services
so that they can make prior arrangements with providers instead of just
showing up in labor at the ER.
 
The new emergency regulations are expected to be filed with the Office
of Administrative Law (OAL) sometime during the week of April 12. The
public will have 5 days to comment to OAL and MRMIB. If OAL allows
these emergency regulations to go into effect, MRMIB will have to hold a
public hearing within 180 days, with at least 45 days for public comment
before that hearing.
 
Next steps: 
 
Please join MCH Access opposing the AIM enrollment freeze and these
regulations. Write to OAL and MRMIB this week showing "re: ER-5-09"
(see MCHA's letter as a sample): 
 
The California Managed Risk                         
Medical Insurance Board                                
1000 G Street, Suite 450                     
Sacramento, CA 95814                                   
By electronic mail: dknox@mrmib.ca.gov
FAX: (916) 324-4878
 
The Office of Administrative Law
3000 Capitol Mall Suite 1350
Sacramento, CA. 95814
By electronic mail: staff@oal.ca.gov
 
Later, MRMIB will also hold a public hearing with at least 45 days
advance notice. Please stay tuned for the time line for comment on
whether these emergency regulations should continue in effect as is.

It's that time again!  Order your Mother's Day card today!

Maternal and Child Health Access
 

Mother's Day Card 2010 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeAEy79zIccJHXRGBjzX7aXhSwDwSJHJkDbeccfQ8K49c6nUCm3fBN8zO8lMRMebhbDbwFrRAMMA4GG_hksmpxDL4679ET1EtiDmXzWdQm5Y3XEV0TeSuqro8qw46L6ZtLYQGaITEk_9Kkp-NB0pmcBP5OxFanFveT7MTdUTHa6pM3xQ08CtK3wW3GJNVPSFcqvU407U9LfMlwt2V_0-wzo501cglLRN9NWBzeZbdEAPus3Fvq0QhcY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeAEy79zIccJHXRGBjzX7aXhSwDwSJHJkDbeccfQ8K49c6nUCm3fBN8zO8lMRMebhbDbwFrRAMMA4GG_hksmpxDL4679ET1EtiDmXzWdQm5Y3XEV0TeSuqro8qw46L6ZtLYQGaITEk_9Kkp-NB0pmcBP5OxFanFveT7MTdUTHa6pM3xQ08CtK3wW3GJNVPSFcqvU407U9LfMlwt2V_0-wzo501cglLRN9NWBzeZbdEAPus3Fvq0QhcY
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdcryI4ymvWpCOlwxB1MU5skovVzykiNmxnfZUPPO_e7W86nuSCleQR0GaVr4xgQJ8PfvLPgTWLIrUnOodXJprU2QQrPkijBvfKDGyNn1diKtyDdzujuGLOh1rsABQ8zdY18hoCf3Plsm-fgzgs4u0gBiemfkuHRhH182SyC8d8jwDY67r2aDTy
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfioZVOSKaLoGzGYaxW-pseMbwSHEYOkfJ2YoIKxM76CdIwAfGaM7RSoJ-xUu_IopeP6V38ayKS1VeiZyWn_Mrybkxq8MZMP4iBq9YiWq76Xl_v-LOatnIiPTGkaEOrfO_yTeByLxrJrbi8dZQHUEyVm7dKnLy5Z79DUFg4cnl9X8oEvzzBHtI0j9sh0TsXtmIVIczbiOuM5t6ZmVSu50B_
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Mother's Day is a special time to celebrate all of the women in your life
who have given you love, strength, and guidance.
 
We hope you will honor these amazing women with a donation that will
make a lifelong change for another mom. Give the gift of health care to
a family in need with a contribution to Maternal and Child Health Access.
 
A card displaying original artwork created by renowned community artist
Jose Ramirez and mothers from MCH Access on a floral background will
be sent to each of your special moms, acknowledging the exceptional
gift you've made in their honor.

Medi-Cal Managed Care

During March through May 2010, DHCS's contracted External
Quality Review Organization, Health Services Advisory Group
(HSAG), will conduct the Consumer Assessment of
Healthcare Providers and Systems (CAHPS) survey for adult
and child members of all contracted Medi-Cal managed care
plans (excluding specialty plans).  Surveys are not sent to all plan
members, but rather to a sample of members selected in accordance
with National Committee for Quality Assurance specifications. Surveys
are available in English and Spanish.

The first mailing date is scheduled for March 2, 2010.   For your
reference attached is the initial survey letter that members will receive
with the surveys.  The survey vendor also will conduct mail and
telephone follow-up.  The State Medi-Cal Managed Care Division will
release a summary report of the survey results on the Medi-Cal
Managed Care Division's webpage in early 2011, although plans will
receive detailed plan-specific results before the aggregate report is
released. 

As you will note in the survey letter, the survey vendor provides a toll-
free help line that members can call if they have questions about the
survey or need help completing it. Medi-Cal Managed Care has learned
from past surveys that some members will call this number with specific
questions regarding their managed care plan that cannot be answered
by the survey vendor. In these situations, the survey vendor will provide
the member with the toll-free number for MMCD's Office of the
Ombudsman (1-888-452-8609).

The Medi-Cal Managed Care Division wanted you to be aware
that CAHPS will be underway during March through May since the
mailings could result in some phone calls to plans or advocates.  Please
feel free to contact Helen MacDonald, Chief, Performance Measurement
Unit, with questions or concerns. Her phone number is (916) 449-5146
and e-mail Helen.MacDonald@dhcs.ca.gov.

 Once again - Healthy Families Open Enrollment date change

Make sure your Healthy Families address is correct!
The Healthy Families Program allows families to change their health,
dental, and vision plans each year. This is called "Open Enrollment" and
is usually April 15th to May 31st of each year, with new plan transfer
start dates of July 1st. 

This year, the 2010 Open Enrollment period will start July 15th and end
August 31st with new plan transfer start dates of October 1st.    Before
Open Enrollment begins, Healthy Families will send families Open

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdrHhW4ydBCWskoge9wGsm3pYx3NR-EoZbqlq23o9Ep2An9ICSpQAMLdfRa2OtgCaN8QiIcWsGrAO2U9kh_kE13AJ_x30T966YQDclC72W_90DoVDaIgqkV
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdxIlf8URmD22wPONOadScKLuE-HdEkdZaDMJaV7KnJjo2fRO0lWmVXn2kjWjoz9bPpcU6wrYPKmrj6sLIg5DDTKttIY07xMT3iqi9bcmi7FDYKaDyZH0YE1Cye2HHaneRFtzCIZdDqvO7EPvhmM0RCNqTYv-6cXEEEKYHb4PSv4vAMexnNiSh21pdS8Y-m4g4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqdxIlf8URmD22wPONOadScKLuE-HdEkdZaDMJaV7KnJjo2fRO0lWmVXn2kjWjoz9bPpcU6wrYPKmrj6sLIg5DDTKttIY07xMT3iqi9bcmi7FDYKaDyZH0YE1Cye2HHaneRFtzCIZdDqvO7EPvhmM0RCNqTYv-6cXEEEKYHb4PSv4vAMexnNiSh21pdS8Y-m4g4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfGQyDoDXo4-3d7Ey9Ni-3DToJ3z29FXwUJ1AFV23hUAL3D-4veTYIId9DBXble_KJyU3Z_Q-Zia2vMDzQzrj1RwEvZyDR0Hzef2fOj297ty3RwKhygpOq59K0AyMpbjwEd8JRHuttGZGlcZcdj4enS3pOKGYwY1oFMLibR9q8-n570Jm0-pz5I5reByH_KuS8=
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Enrollment information in the mail. It is very important for families to
contact Healthy Families if they have a change of address so that they
receive their Open Enrollment information in the mail. In case of a move,
families must give HFP their new address by calling 1-888-439-4741,
even if Open Enrollment has not yet started.

Help clients or take the CCS Survey:

Are you:

      A parent with a child in the California Children's Service (CCS)
program (now or in the past)?
     A youth in the California Children's Service program (now or in the
past)?

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, please make the
time today to fill out a survey. 

It's that simple! This survey is an opportunity to get your voice heard and
provide input to the State of California as it evaluates the California
Children Services program and makes decisions about its future.

English survey: CLICK HERE
Spanish survey: CLICK HERE

Please forward this email on to other groups, centers, families.

Federal Health Reform 

Many groups have analyzed the new health reform bill, the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act. Below are just a few; MCHA will be
highlighting those issues missed or not well noted.  MCHA's emphases
will be on public benefits (Medi-Cal and CHIP, the intersection with
private insurance in the new "exchange", women's health and the 
uninsured. 
National Women's Law Center
Georgetown University Health Policy Institute's Center for Children and
Families
Center for Budget and Policy Priorities
Families USA
Health Access
California Budget Project
Insure the Uninsured Project

Advocacy Tip!

Suspension of Medi-Cal Benefits for Incarcerated Juveniles

Thanks to SB 1147 (Calderon, 2008) as of January 1, 2010, juveniles on
Medi-Cal entering a detention facility or juvenile hall will have their Medi-
Cal benefits suspended rather than terminated as they have in the
past.   SB1147 also requires the restoration of Medi-Cal benefits on the
very day the juvenile is released or is no longer an inmate of a public
institution, without having to reapply, if within a year from the date of
incarceration, and if still eligible for Medi-Cal, i.e. not over 21 years old. 
Medi-Cal benefits will be terminated if the juvenile is incarcerated for
more than a year or if the juvenile is found no longer eligible due to
changes in family size, age and/or income reported by the family at
annual renewal. Counties are required to send a 10 day notice informing
of the suspension, restoration, and termination of benefits to the affected
beneficiaries.   
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqfbL6KdXXbclidsLYItlrG01frdHzq0CJeG5W8dq3ItA4NrPSVJn_iwNhuYarvuhO8sI3eoJg1cWB-DJ2rpvkqJagTBMOZdEnwZSPGGNuX5a6gg_Be-xhan
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqc2rEGnb2N6GqtlTY7sGmuJpVEneqkSzv4ihcxHkV5enFuU_8BZMUfFAqw5FoA5f6O4umGA_Br6Ski1imCUHkhdYXJ7Mg6IcxUpSbpi_JBL-E1h_NuAvD8BBTWLH6avzP041DzBOfhx2ovrkszjRtr3n17mWfdnHeiyiJdjVtUVuUtzCIt45KOruSd5eVLQedE4lSze7mmXfQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqfnsi1bvwsk-8cnNZKma274zFcvJOAJGFlwFwHpqLRIvKUWlE6kioQmcfGJgYqVDaQyS0uyA6iDgDRghShbKUr9XkG9ZpKE1TAiCTbu_EjyO879Jd9Q_wR_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqfl9M2Iq0p1MAyw4lZeyca6dTgJVYMeMlEf3UrFGzOFwz8zyJZZC0zSfNWyBrsTeuWCKPjvud-iPYTXVArLLUy9YrhPPJcpyK6hu2-RgKOrxQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqfl9M2Iq0p1MAyw4lZeyca6dTgJVYMeMlEf3UrFGzOFwz8zyJZZC0zSfNWyBrsTeuWCKPjvud-iPYTXVArLLUy9YrhPPJcpyK6hu2-RgKOrxQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqcHtbb21JiZRMBjFXX4PeHxoLcGjx3NsTodhK2qpR4sMCf-y7m2mAOMsAISTX3FsR5CpAR2fh3ZdqugaNE3oBb7DYH68Lcm9So=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqcHVaUYW9vCL2064qIYsPws7C8_MEGCQdo68rwGyOiQTm8Il-PjP7fNxV4jbfGKuBacvzm8T9GebuhdOqlKK6PKr3Tmc4pwS-_CNrag7B2C_w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeIn-CaGd5DUXaWL9GidYIBYyjvH_B2j8ybQwmwmP_lwukFC-82r_uFgXdfPHHWJlrgovsPmcQvwZccRDFTDkcTbtDIGcd6Vo-LbcWKxMW38g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3HqyqeFKP8G9r6Sl063bfPkJxa_bdYDDPhRz3-3TtjCjN1BiXqtU49qUQ2pVNbJvT5oGocDeSpyWqDYA-ChYfBOO4NNxjZKINO9das=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103288909150&s=1&e=001_GxEX3Hqyqd6bQwTf5EzS7SXTKQz-rvEEo6Q-w8T5P1BMLIPA0D38khbYU-hx54lmhdcg0tbQyFaso1RCkwt-GGV4UtNbJjRINBx7ewz8eY=
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Important: When a juvenile is incarcerated:
(1)   his/her family's Medi-Cal eligibility must be reevaluated for
the family's continued eligibility, since the family size decreases,
and 
(2)   SB 87 must be applied, meaning other eligibility categories
for the client must be explored and all records for state welfare,
food or Medi-Cal benefits should be searched for continued Medi-
Cal eligibility before the family has to provide additional
documents. 

Contact us

 
Maternal and Child Health Access
1111 W. 6th St., Fourth Floor
Los  Angeles, CA 90017
213 749 4261 phone
213 745 1040 fax
info@mchaccess.org email
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