
 

   MCHA Monthly Meeting 
January 16, 2025 10 AM – 12 noon 

 

 
 
 
 

1. Welcome, Greeting 
 

2. Review of mailing sent, materials 
 

a. Kaiser and Cov CA Open Enrollment – Refer Now!  Celia Valdez, MCHA 
b. Reminder of increased Paid Family Leave – outreach to low income people 

who may be or may become pregnant!   
https://www.workfamilyca.org/california-paid-family-leave-for-parents  
https://www.ccfc.ca.gov/family/PaidFamilyLeave.html  
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de2511d.pdf  
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de2511ds.pdf  

 
 

3. Guest speaker:  Lucy Quacinella, Multiforum Advocacy Solutions  
                          State Budget – What’s Ahead? 
 
 

4.  Newborn Hospital Gateway – Lynn Kersey and Liz Ramirez 
 

 
5.  Newborn Managed Care Assignment – Lucy Quacinella 

 
 
Updates and Announcements 
 
Next Meeting – Thurs Feb. 20, 2025 
 
 

https://www.workfamilyca.org/california-paid-family-leave-for-parents
https://www.ccfc.ca.gov/family/PaidFamilyLeave.html
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de2511d.pdf
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/pdf_pub_ctr/de2511ds.pdf


 
 
 

Resources for Children & Families Impacted by the LA Fires – thank 
you Children Now/Children’s Movement 

Housing, Food, and Monetary Assistance 
• Time Out LA created a list of restaurants offering free meals to evacuees – click here to view.  
• The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) provides money for eligible survivors to help 

with housing needs if they cannot return home because of fires. The funds can be used to stay in a 
hotel, with family and friends, or other options while they find a more permanent housing solution. 
Visit this FEMA website to learn more.   

• The one-week waiting period to collect unemployment from the CA Employment Development 
Department (EDD) has been waived and families out of work due to the fire can begin collecting 
benefits immediately. Visit this EDD website to apply.  

• People in designated areas may also be eligible to receive money from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) for essential items like food, water, baby formula, breastfeeding supplies, 
medication, and other emergency supplies. Visit this SBA website to learn more.   

• For those looking to donate:   
o The CA Department of Education (CDE) has launched a fundraising campaign to support 

students, teachers, and school staff impacted by the fires. Make a tax-deductible donation to the 
Disaster Relief Fund via this SupplyBank.org website.   

o Fellow Movement member National Asian Pacific American Families Against Substance 
Abuse (NAPAFASA) shared 2 spreadsheets here and here which list over 500 ways folks can 
provide monetary support to those impacted by the fires.  

Health Assistance  
• Protect yourself and loved ones by picking up a free N95 mask from an LA public library. Keep in 

mind, even if the Air Quality Index reads as “healthy”, the index does not consider lead, asbestos, etc. 
released during urban fires. Visit the LA public libraries website to find the nearest branch.   

• LA Unified has a Student and Family Wellness Resource Line that folks in need of mental health 
support are encouraged to call (213-241-3840, available Monday-Friday between 7:30AM-5PM).  

• Fellow Movement member NAPAFASA shared this sheet, which lists therapist providing pro-bono 
mental health support for those affected by the fires.  

• The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) compiled resources 
to support survivors, family members, responders, and recovery workers affected by wildfires and other 
disasters. Information includes signs of emotional distress, populations who may be at greater risk for 
distress after a wildfire, and links to resources for more information and support. Visit the SAMHSA 
website to learn more  

• The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services and the Department of Rehabilitation 
(DOR) developed an emergency preparedness guide/toolkit for individuals with disabilities. View the 
guide on this DOR website.   

• The CA Department of Health Care Services (DCHS) provides guidance regarding accessing 
medical care, filling prescriptions, obtaining support for individuals with special needs, and more for 
Medi-Cal members and providers during emergencies. Visit this DCHS Q&A webpage to learn more.    

• Fellow Movement member Regional Asthma Management & Prevention (RAMP) compiled tools 
developed to help select safe, effective, affordable air cleaners (also known as air purifiers) for people 
with asthma. They also hosted a webinar last year about wildfire smoke exposure in kids and how to 
mitigate the health effects. Visit RAMP’s website to access the tools and the Public Health Institute’s 
website to watch the webinar recording.  

Childcare and Education Assistance 
• Los Angeles YMCAs, many of whom are Children Movement members, are opening their doors 

for children of essential workers and children of families who were displaced, evacuated or lost 
property. Visit the YMCA website for a list of the 28 Y centers in LA.   

• The LA County Parks and Recreation Department is providing “Care Camps” for children aged 5-17. 
View this Facebook post to learn more.   

• San Mateo County Office of Education (SMCOE) created and organized excellent guidance and 
tools for planning and communicating about emergencies, including wildfires. Visit the SMCOE 
website to learn more.   

https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/d-7afc11738b-mc-eid-dd23e526e7/7k6w6x/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/-affected-wildfires-california/7k6w71/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/unemployment/7k6w74/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/ssistance-california-wildfires/7k6w77/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/disaster-relief-fund-/7k6w7b/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/ccx46VhMMZ8u0-edit-gid-0-gid-0/7k6w7f/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/6RK24b8ZEcZN69-rAhBJw-htmlview/7k6w7j/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/branches/7k6w7m/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/731-id-a4d2f11034-e-64fb20d79e/7k6w7q/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/dness-disaster-types-wildfires/7k6w7t/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/dness-disaster-types-wildfires/7k6w7t/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/Home-disasterpreparedness/7k6w7x/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/nce-Questions-and-Answers-aspx/7k6w81/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/-cleaners-for-asthma-programs-/7k6w84/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/ow-to-mitigate-health-effects-/7k6w87/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/-ymcascampspreschool-amenities/7k6w8b/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/tHPMWKQxB5Wc7LjM34VNvEHjTaXxql/7k6w8f/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-272378fca7-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8j/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-272378fca7-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8j/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI


• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has resources for school building owners and 
managers, school facility managers, public health officials, and emergency managers to reduce smoke 
concentrations in buildings during wildfires. Visit the EPA website to learn more.  

 
 
 

 

• Fellow Movement member Ten Strands curated Trauma Informed Practices to support educators and 
administrators on how to best integrate trauma informed practices into the phases of emergency 
preparedness with students and families. Visit the Ten Strands website to learn more.   

• Ten Strands also created this Climate Resilience and Adaptation Toolkit, which they recently released 
with the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence and UndauntedK12.  

• CDE released new School Air Quality Guidance in October 2024. The Association of California 
School Administrators has these guidelines for schools to get smart about wildfire smoke.  

Staying Informed 
• The Coalition of Clean Air is hosting a webinar today (1/15) from 3-4:30 PM PT, providing information 

and answering questions about air quality, public health, and the response to the fires in and around 
Los Angeles. Visit the coalition’s website to register for the webinar.  

• The LA County Office of Education (LACOE) compiled resources including school closure 
information, evacuation centers, and shelter assistance. View this LACOE website to access the 
resources.  

• Cal Fire and local emergency officials provide real-time updates about the wildfires. Sign up for local 
alerts via this website.  

• Listos California offers an emergency alerts sign-up page to help connect Californians with their local 
alerts systems based on a provided zip code or location. Sign-up on the Listos California website.  

• The LA County Public Health Department provides updates and advisories regarding fire safety and 
health information. Stay up to date via this department website. They also have resources about mental 
health and stress after an emergency, precautions when assessing your property after a fire, and how 
to clean up smoke and soot from a fire.   

Additional Resources 
• Fellow Movement member GRACE has compiled an LA Fires Resources and Relief sheet, laying out 

everything from where to apply for grants/aid to how to file property damage insurance claims. Visit this 
Google Sheet to learn more.   

• Mutual Aid Los Angeles Network (MALAN) is also maintaining a list of resources available to those 
affected by the fires. View this Google Sheet to access the resources, which are available in multiple 
languages and updated regularly by the MALAN team with new resources or calls for volunteers and 
donations.   

• MALAN is also maintaining a “sheet of sheets” that tracks links to other Google sheets listing resources 
for those impacted by the fire. View the Google sheet here.   

• The LA County Registrar-Recorder Office is accepting requests for property and vital records (i.e., 
birth, death, marriage, etc.) free of charge. View this Facebook post to learn more.  

• The National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN) created a mobile app and parent guide to 
help children impacted by wildfires. Visit NCTSN’s website to learn more about the app and access the 
guide.   

• Parents published an article titled, How to Talk to Your Children About the California Wildfires and 
Other Natural Disasters. View the article on the Parents website.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-a5896ed8b4-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8m/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-343fbaf276-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8q/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-fb71a4ebf3-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8t/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-b6fc0f1e93-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w8x/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/bdc-id-69d116d7ea-e-6af6d8210f/7k6w91/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/8m-92yBn-Qef0TkT7O4hJyO6zSIqs-/7k6w94/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/sources-wildfire-and-windstorm/7k6w97/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/wea-html/7k6w9b/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/disaster-readiness-wildfires-/7k6w9f/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/AVg-aem-K-g-iWh9IEydKwUaexXNLg/7k6w9j/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/598-stress-after-emergency-pdf/7k6w9m/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/598-stress-after-emergency-pdf/7k6w9m/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/ing-property-after-fire-en-pdf/7k6w9q/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/up-smoke-soot-from-fire-en-pdf/7k6w9t/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/up-smoke-soot-from-fire-en-pdf/7k6w9t/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/-gid-2079695399-gid-2079695399/7k6w9x/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/-gid-2079695399-gid-2079695399/7k6w9x/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/cGH5uJWDY-htmlview-usp-sharing/7k6wb1/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/731-id-4b3062524b-e-64fb20d79e/7k6wb4/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/6mu2oWSMZHzmqgHXu42sz3ZkpVqQol/7k6wb7/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/m-source-govdelivery-utm-term-/7k6wbb/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/dren-impacted-by-wildfires-pdf/7k6wbf/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/dren-impacted-by-wildfires-pdf/7k6wbf/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI
https://go.childrennow.org/e/638511/our20emotions20and20behaviors-/7k6wbj/2042389044/h/7k5X-e56aT76AilwVBs0bO8Uyjluw3dzVPnTpCT01XI

