
 
 

 

 

         

 

 California Department of Health Care Services Ordered To Make 
Timely Decisions on Medi-Cal Coverage  

 

In a decision announced January 20, a Superior Court Judge determined 
that the state must adhere to the law and ensure that Medi-Cal applications 
are decided within 45 days.  The State Department of Health Services had 
argued that due to special circumstances, i.e. a new state computer with 
lots of issues and a surge in applications under Obamacare, the law should 
not apply.  In March 2014, the backlog of unprocessed claims peaked at 
more than 900,000 applications.  Although the state worked to reduce this 
number, the suit was brought to ensure that no one would be left in the 
backlog from 2014 without benefits or notice and that another backlog 
would not emerge with an influx of new applications during Open 
Enrollment in November 2015. 

 
MCHA is an organizational plaintiff in the lawsuit, and one of MCHA's clients, Ebony, gave a strong 
declaration about her experience waiting for her Medi-Cal during her pregnancy, two emergency 
hospitalizations for which she was billed thousands of dollars,  and after she gave birth prematurely.  Upon 
hearing about the ruling, she said, "I'm so happy for this outcome that will help so many others." 
  

Read more... 
  

See links to media coverage below: 

 Kaiser Health News 
 California Healthline 
 Los Angeles Times 
 LA Daily News 
 Fresno Bee  
 RH Reality Check 
 San Francisco Chronicle 
 Sacramento Business Journal 
 Lake Elsinore-Wildomar, CA Patch 

 

Ebony & her baby 

  Maternal and Child Health Access  - in the news! 
  

         

         

 

Vice-President Biden discusses healthcare during L.A. visit 

What would you do if you got an e-mail indicating you'd been tapped to meet with Vice-President Joe 
Biden to discuss health care and to please send full name, date of birth and social security number? 
Most of us thought the e-mail to Liz Ramirez, Director of Training at MCHA was spam, but then she got 
a call explaining the need for security and the process to be part of the meeting. The meeting took place 

          

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nMaWR_3hPLF-S2hP5hPrJoJw-K3CCQkOBTZnCCNLmIdqCKAMm7tMM8J1mnjDwRUuSNgupuOfWgpG_lHJVaw8mEqIiTPfeO01p073vOJ-aiQ9zMF9gwFG6d2Rjo-qasusy93m-hostEBrn3vuSgYMX_5fCUPztKK45eO6Oru7QSqaOdX_eebny0JVEPx5s81uzXR_VCLF61G4fMAz2BhOXDPrBH8rrBsw0cpK0sy3cfbVIvtHomP16c-PUv4wXEoZWvDvkpDBJts=&c=6xcQVLGCAwCYO5eJ493aIv-8_R1IEv5r0agwBO_8rYh1paqzGJxlLQ==&ch=7cd0bhCji872SOWD12_sAl16G78kVw-TKAFJ3ErTbs3vzVEXec0Tfg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nMaWR_3hPLF-S2hP5hPrJoJw-K3CCQkOBTZnCCNLmIdqCKAMm7tMM3qTDRq3MupyS36iMio7zKPjRkxCdpliE2iaMjse4V51PTy5wBSBIUq1hjv3YifNMAawDTjYu1Vlf5rrcg6fUPL-ADlYcghYcJP4b6-ycybMN5W5zcH8Dfvqo7-HrhvhrnqCUl6944lG3TiWfOkS-njqjgQeeQBSWy3pHEVZ8wBgXAXbAM1vjJie_urPKaXTSanYn8RvQ7od2f1WfIPcwjlC-z5ppPHgPDq7rEvENa_kIynTzaxpiB6vWZCUOmuS9YbFVkcos7hDprzvakXMFKWyx-fhynMEPWpRQ01cfN6MtfpSf1N25wNlQiBzLKeyqeBMV82GboMbwbG0TVZuAwtBJWGhmkodEVPQ_ezLRO1tMoXTmDRmITf-S0iKgMzCXP7-jUCYtT5vRSVq4x3b6B09HmqrVkUV2TrGwFQZK4zJXtYCB-4JtleeIbCx1aLmczmbhW7YrmtQGiepNMmYXlt8AsWOxtjNbMCMZHWNVvyU-4P8snBoSGli713oSgLXS3iB1jE96SKW4BE_Id0U3gH1FPeEg3fz2VO04NWYsv7D_0SJJqjgG41-5F3jzIk3Ug==&c=6xcQVLGCAwCYO5eJ493aIv-8_R1IEv5r0agwBO_8rYh1paqzGJxlLQ==&ch=7cd0bhCji872SOWD12_sAl16G78kVw-TKAFJ3ErTbs3vzVEXec0Tfg==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nMaWR_3hPLF-S2hP5hPrJoJw-K3CCQkOBTZnCCNLmIdqCKAMm7tMM3qTDRq3MupyklLbd2kYj4iXmFhOO4xIsIRlh1tomYIS-NHBxInBCit3nOOCUCP1Z33fxHnpstTuLxEqkKUsVaK5QSMptrQrMmNTEyvk1I-uBUimHWkAVOqgRb19ak9xHZDYGFyoVM1yoMSsfUcXvuPc_zs9Kkp_IARHonnX4-yka8ggay1RuaqUvBa9ZdodZ52O1O8t_oU4hwoiN-fe7kzUB3HI3AFk56-Uvi5GPA4Vdh7cXgI5EI5F2PSUtB2RBaBvPJJxBIUm3Ddt9d8mQP5evJSgVp-RjQ==&c=6xcQVLGCAwCYO5eJ493aIv-8_R1IEv5r0agwBO_8rYh1paqzGJxlLQ==&ch=7cd0bhCji872SOWD12_sAl16G78kVw-TKAFJ3ErTbs3vzVEXec0Tfg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nMaWR_3hPLF-S2hP5hPrJoJw-K3CCQkOBTZnCCNLmIdqCKAMm7tMM3qTDRq3Mupy6P1zJIl1OrN1eu_qVmL13EI8vfACem8ZvDCimSUsfvuA1cK3lG3deZXi_CPr0cgSD5XunSyPxWfpy24Wi6NeVODRyQ44c1MrxRjOrMTHXvcP1FEa6pNuL2BLEYMlw2kBIOkAVHbSMoTsE_lit_VwSNTvvB6t8rgK00pKHZFg83hd93ogFt3fwZscTgu67unYeT9eJHp5eSLnDNjlteQDlgrv2T-QzbEiqAotGOPah5c=&c=6xcQVLGCAwCYO5eJ493aIv-8_R1IEv5r0agwBO_8rYh1paqzGJxlLQ==&ch=7cd0bhCji872SOWD12_sAl16G78kVw-TKAFJ3ErTbs3vzVEXec0Tfg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nMaWR_3hPLF-S2hP5hPrJoJw-K3CCQkOBTZnCCNLmIdqCKAMm7tMM3qTDRq3MupyU0zGv4xZe5r6pU0_cljT0e4OKB5QtOpfktDc6xMuxfrKXoVXkx5ug3MwkMSL70ijCtV68pklEq2RxAjB18PODfr710odqTP9-RIdD38uFNmSc4M0haDNsWVp9lo9l2fv0ClT59Ioj-sMjTBJkLsHRI3DhULRzF3Zmg0Yz0Pn3pwiw6rm1VQOzNHLSR1ZlpHaDaA8CIv7LkA_Pa-ssek-caK91oQeOfGiq45E1FhclAXLp_kfOqarfbsaoSzpes9l&c=6xcQVLGCAwCYO5eJ493aIv-8_R1IEv5r0agwBO_8rYh1paqzGJxlLQ==&ch=7cd0bhCji872SOWD12_sAl16G78kVw-TKAFJ3ErTbs3vzVEXec0Tfg==


at Homegirl Café on the outskirts of downtown Los Angeles last Friday to highlight Open Enrollment and 
discuss health care enrollment for Latinos with the Vice-President Joe Biden and Peter Lee, Executive 
Director of Covered California. 

Others who joined were from Vision y Compromiso, Community Health 
Councils, Neighborhood Legal Services, as well as Congressmembers 
Xavier Becerra and Karen Bass, and Dr. Robert Ross from the 
California Endowment. 
  

The hour-long discussion centered on enrollment barriers, the need to 
re-authorize CHIP at the federal level ("talk to the Republicans!"), Joe 
Biden's role in initiating VAWA, the Violence Against Women Act, and 
the need to continue providing federal funding to California so we don't 
lose enrollment momentum. 
  

Biden touts community college proposal, healthcare during L.A. visit  
 - By JASON SONG, L.A. Times 

 

Liz Ramirez, MCHA with Vice-President 
Joe Biden 
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Maternal and Child Health Access 

1111 W. 6th St., Fourth Fl. 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

213 749 4261 
info@mchaccess.org 
www.mchaccess.org 
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