



See http://www.mrmib.ca.gov/MRMIB/hfp_general_fund_deficiency.html  for MRMIB’s explanation of the funding gap and need for waitlist/disenrollment.
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California Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board

P.O. Box 2769

Sacramento, CA 95812-2769 






Fax 916-324-4878







RE:  Healthy Families Program Wait List/Disenrollment
Dear Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board Members:
_(your agency name)____________________ strongly recommends that the Board refrain from taking any immediate action that would result in either disenrollment of current enrollees from the Healthy Families Program or establishment of a wait list, especially in light of the state’s current budget negotiations in the Special Session and federal efforts to provide/increase state support through an economic stimulus package.

We recognize the very bad economic situation that the Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board (MRMIB) and the state face and understand the importance of making fiscally sound decisions; nonetheless we believe that it is premature to begin to take adverse action for the Healthy Families Program.  As your estimates indicate, this would result in over 160,000 children who would be put on a waiting list.  Delaying such action for as long as you possibly can will allow more time for the state’s budget deficit to be addressed during the special session.  It will also allow more time for federal efforts to offer fiscal relief to states through an economic stimulus package, which could result in additional funding for California—estimated at $2 billion.  As you know, the Healthy Families Program needs $17 million in General Funds to receive $34 million in federal matching funds to cover eligible children.

Our agency (describe what you do with the Healthy Families Program, with families – refer to Healthy Families? Enroll?). We have found the Healthy Families program essential in providing care for children from working poor communities.  In fact, yesterday we enrolled someone who … (story of someone in need?) If this family were required to wait, the child would suffer (severe long-term impairment, pain and suffering while awaiting county or charity care, etc?)  
We ask that you delay this action and turn instead to educating and lobbying the new federal administration and congress in 2009 to help ensure that thousands of children will be able to maintain the comprehensive coverage that they deserve.  We look to your leadership to ensure that in the interim no premature action is taken to freeze enrollment into the Healthy Families Program and disenroll children.  

Thank you for your consideration and commitment to providing health care coverage to California’s children and their families.

Sincerely,

c: 
Lesley Cummings, Executive Director, MRMIB


L.A. County Assembly and Senate Members (if you can)….
	







http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-health14-2008nov14,0,2834074.story
From the Los Angeles Times
California considers capping enrollment in poor children's health program

The beleaguered state cites financial pressures. If the Healthy Families program were to be restricted, it would be the first such drastic action in its 10-year history.

By Jordan Rau

November 14, 2008

Reporting from Sacramento — State officials are considering capping enrollment in California's health insurance program for children of the working poor, as an influx of new clients overwhelms it. 

If the Healthy Families Program were to be restricted, it would be the first such drastic action in its 10-year history, advocates said. As many as 162,750 children could end up on a waiting list within six months, according to a memorandum from Lesley Cummings, the executive director of the Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board.

The board administers the program, which provides medical insurance for 900,000 children. About 27,000 new children have been signing up each month, and the program now projects a $17.2-million deficit if no action is taken.

The board is planning to make a decision in mid-December, Cummings' memo said. To achieve the necessary savings, the waiting list would have to be established Dec. 18. 

"If the board does not cap enrollment, it would have to take other, more drastic actions later," Cummings wrote to the board's members. "Capping enrollment, rather than eliminating coverage that a child currently has, seems the preferable path."

Children of families who earn up to 250% of the federal poverty level are eligible for Healthy Families. That translates to incomes of $3,667 a month for a family of three and $4,417 a month for a family of four. Those below the poverty line are entitled to healthcare through the state's Medi-Cal program.

Children's advocates said this would be a cruel time to restrict the program, as so many families are losing insurance along with their jobs in the bad economy.

"There is this demand and rather than meeting it, we're actually shutting the door," said Anthony Wright, executive director of Health Access California, a nonprofit group.

The Legislature still has time to authorize more money for the program. Lawmakers are in special session to deal with the state's growing budget gap, which is projected to reach $27.8 billion over the next 20 months.

"We're hoping the Legislature will take this up, because they have always funded this program," said Kristen Golden-Testa, health director of Children's Partnership, a Los Angeles-based advocacy group. 

Rau is a Times staff writer.

jordan.rau@latimes.com
